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GENERAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Elfriede Parker, President 
2016-2018 

 
The following resolutions are presented in accordance with “Rules Governing Resolutions: III, Procedure" 
for consideration at Annual Meeting 2017. Please study these Resolutions and bring a copy with you to the 
meeting on May 6-7, 2017. 

The following Resolutions have been reviewed and are recommended to be rescinded.  

HOME LIFE 
8.  Disabled Persons (replace with Persons with Disabilities) 
 Whereas, There are millions of people with disabilities who cannot reach their fullest potential 
without the active and creative cooperation of volunteers; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urge its members to 
continue programs to assist people with disabilities to become contributing members of our society. 
 
22. Values in Tele-communication  (replace with Improper Portrayal of Women) 
 Whereas, It is evident that our young people are being exposed to programming and advertising 
that is lacking in moral values and undermining family living and spiritual values; and 
 Whereas, The Code of Decency claimed to be subscribed to by the major television stations is not 
being upheld; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts: 

1. Notify all Massachusetts Tele-communication Affiliates that close scrutiny be given to immoral 
and sexual action televised at a time when children of all ages are returning home from school and 
all programs shown in the early evening hours; 
2. Take a stand against exploitation of women’s feminine appeal in improper and questionable 
advertising, indecent literature and movies, and unwholesome programming on television and 
radio, and against the overall negative portrayal of women; 
3. Protest the exploitation of children and teenagers in general programming  and  commercial 
advertising by causing them to portray, in attire and actions, adult sexual mannerism; 
4. Urge stations to make an honest analysis of the wanton slurs and character defamation 
pertaining to specific groups in the reporting of events taking place in our daily interaction with the 
world’s people and government. 
5. Urge its members to contact the advertiser or sponsor expressing disapproval of all forms of 
sexual exploitations.                           

 
INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 
10. Terrorism Against Americans (replace with Terrorism) 
 Whereas, The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, were an act of war on the United States of 
America; and 
 Whereas,  The General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts considers these acts as an 
attack on the values of American democracy and way of life; and 
 Whereas, Any act of terrorism strives to weaken the foundation of families and our economy; and 
 Whereas, Patriotism is at the forefront of current activities; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to: 

1. Support emotionally the survivors and families of the victims of said attacks; 
2. Support members of our Armed Forces involved in the elimination of terrorist groups worldwide; 
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3. Support emotionally the. police and fire departments and all other rescue/recovery organizations 
that participated in New York City, Washington, DC and Sellersburg, Pennsylvania; 
4. Increase understanding of the Islamic and faiths of all other peoples to promote understanding 
and acceptance; 
5. Protect fellow Americans of Middle Eastern descent from discrimination and stereotyping; 
6. Exhibit tangible and non-tangible evidence of patriotism; and further 

 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts go on record as being 
outraged at said attacks; and further 
 Resolved,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its  member clubs 
to educate themselves and their communities concerning the danger of terrorism and to remain vigilant.  
 
The following Resolutions have been reviewed and are recommended as new.  

HOME LIFE 
Persons with Disabilities  

Whereas, Persons with disabilities are entitled to be meaningful participants in society; and  
Whereas, Thousands of men and women voluntarily serve our country in the armed services and as 

a result of this service may be permanently disabled; and  
Whereas, Many individuals who have disabilities are unable to reach their fullest potential without 

the removal of attitudinal, physical and transportation barriers; therefore  
Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 

to:  
1. Support existing laws and further legislation to protect and secure the rights of all persons 

with disabilities;  
2. Defend the rights of persons with disabilities to exercise their civil, political, social, 

economic, and cultural rights on an equal basis with others;  
3. Promote recognition and acceptance of the principle that persons with disabilities have the 

same fundamental rights as others; Work within their communities to uphold the 
provisions set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act; and 

  Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to work within their communities to uphold the provisions set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act.  
 
Improper Portrayal of Women 
 Whereas, it is evident that women are still commonly portrayed by media with negative and 
limiting images, and this can lead to the objectification of women; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to take a strong stand against exploitation of women in improper and questionable advertising and 
literature, unwholesome and violent programming in all media, including but not limited to, 
movies, television, videos, radio, music, video games, advertisements, and the Internet; and 
against the overall negative portrayal of women; and further 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts strongly opposes the 
depiction of women in ways that perpetuate gender based discrimination and/or contribute to violence 
against women; and further 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts encourages its member 
clubs to challenge advertisers, broadcasters and producers to portray women in a positive manner. 
 
INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH   
Terrorism  
 Whereas, Terrorism continues to be a grave threat to all persons throughout the world; and 
 Whereas, The Office of Homeland Security was created in 2001 to lead, oversee, and 
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coordinate a comprehensive national strategy to safeguard against terrorism; and 
 Whereas, An effective campaign to counter terrorism and bring to justice those who have 
perpetrated terrorist acts must be multilateral, multi-agency and tightly coordinated; and 
 Whereas, National, state and local governments need to be better prepared to combat and 
respond to terrorism; therefore 
Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs urges member clubs to support anti-terrorism 
efforts including: 
 1. Developing and implementing a domestic anti-terrorism strategy; 
 2. Providing training and financial aid to state and local government agencies and 
emergency response teams preparing for terrorist attacks; 
 3. Educating members to better understand the various forms of terrorism in order to be 
better prepared; 
 4. Supporting legislation providing strong counter-terrorism programs; and 
 5. Encouraging enhanced communication and cooperation among participating agencies 
within the U.S. and internationally; 
 6. The improvement and reform of anti-terrorism programs as necessary; and 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges the United States 
to work collaboratively with international organizations and governments to combat terrorism; and 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts strongly reaffirms its 
conviction that any terrorist act is morally outrageous; and further 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts strongly reaffirms its 
conviction that any terrorist act against the United States or other countries be investigated and 
necessary action taken to identify and apprehend those responsible and to have them prosecuted. 
 
The following Resolution is recommended to be amended by substitution.   

HOME LIFE 
14. Mentally Challenged   
 Whereas, Mentally challenged is a social, medical, educational, and economic problem of great 
magnitude knowing no boundaries of socio-economic status; and 
 Whereas, the mentally challenged should receive better vocational training, recreational activity, 
social acceptance, and job opportunities; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts supports programs and 
legislation to provide safe housing and institutions as necessary for the severely handicapped, to continue 
to improve living conditions and quality care for all mentally challenged and promote education of the 
public to assure acceptance and support of the mentally challenged, to help secure better educational and 
vocational programs for adults, as well as children, and aid the retarded in securing suitable, worthwhile 
employment. 
 
14. Intellectual Disability 
 Whereas, An intellectual disability is characterized by below-average intelligence or mental ability 
and a lack of skills necessary for day-to-day living is causing social, medical, educational, and economic 
problems knowing no boundaries of socio-economic status; and 
 Whereas, Those with an intellectual disability should receive an appropriate individualized 
education, be encouraged to participate in recreational activities, and have job opportunities appropriate 
for their disability; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts supports programs and 
legislation that impact the quality of life of the intellectually disabled and promotes education of the public 
to assure acceptance and support of those with an intellectual disability. 
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The following Resolutions are recommended to be amended.   

HOME LIFE 
13. Mental Health 
 Whereas, A sound, effective mental health program cannot be achieved without an organized and 
cooperative effort in which national, state, and local government, organizations, and individuals assume 
their share of responsibilities; and 
 Whereas, Success of such a program depends largely upon education and research, adequate 
facilities and trained professional personnel; therefore  
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to support programs that will focus attention on: 

1. Early recognition of symptoms including mental disturbance in youth 
2. Promotion of programs designed to interest young people in choosing this important field as 
their vocation; 
3. Establishment of local halfway houses and mental health residences throughout the state; 
4. Projects that will develop community understanding of the needs of the mentally ill; 
5. Establishment of programs of one-to-one relationships in which mature, competent volunteers 
take as their own the interest of another person who is in some way developmentally impaired; 
6. Keeping state institutions open for the mentally challenged. 
7. To Support[ing] the state initiative to keep the [a] developmentally disabled individual in a home 
environment whenever possible. 
8.  The need [right of] for individuals confined to state and [/or] private hospitals and residential 
facilities to be allowed to breathe fresh outside air on a regular basis when approved by their 
treatment plan. 

 
13. Mental Health 
 Whereas, A sound, effective mental health program cannot be achieved without an organized and 
cooperative effort in which national, state, and local government, organizations, and individuals assume 
their share of responsibilities; and 
 Whereas, Success of such a program depends largely upon education and research, adequate 
facilities and trained professional personnel; therefore  
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to support programs that will focus attention on: 

1. Early recognition of symptoms including mental disturbance in youth 
2. Promotion of programs designed to interest young people in choosing this important field as 
their vocation; 
3. Establishment of local halfway houses and mental health residences throughout the state; 
4. Projects that will develop community understanding of the needs of the mentally ill; 
5. Establishment of programs of one-to-one relationships in which mature, competent volunteers 
take as their own the interest of another person who is in some way developmentally impaired; 
6. Keeping state institutions open for the mentally challenged. 
7. Supporting the state initiative to keep a developmentally disabled individual in a home 
environment whenever possible. 
8.  The right of  individuals confined to state and/or private hospitals and residential facilities to 
breathe fresh outside air on a regular basis when approved by their treatment plan. 

 
16. National Women’s Health Week 
 Whereas, National Women’s Health Week was initiated in 2000 by an alliance of private 
organizations dedicated to raising awareness of women’s health issues [and is now led by the US 
Department of Health and Human Services Office on Women's Health];  and 
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 Whereas, The formal introduction of National Women’s Health Week occurred in the spring of 2000 
and began an annual national celebration beginning [begins] on Sunday, Mother’s Day, and [continues] 
through the following week; and 
 Whereas, National Women’s Health Week is [serves as] a celebration of women taking 
responsibility for their own health through greater knowledge and understanding [time to help women 
understand what steps they can take to improve their health]; and 
 Whereas, [Federal partners and national supporters play a critical role in helping to celebrate] 
National Women’s Health Week celebrated the efforts of local organizations working with partners and 
volunteers to improve awareness of key women’s health issues; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts 

1. Urges its member clubs to contact their local officials to promote Sunday, Mother’s Day, and the 
following week as National Women’s Health Week. 
2. Work with other organizations [Use the US Department of Health and Human Services Office on 
Women's Health, as a resource to learn about and] to promote Health Awareness Seminars, Health 
Fairs, and other educational programs [and share these events on social media using the Women's 
Health logo.]  

 
16. National Women’s Health Week 
 Whereas, National Women’s Health Week was initiated in 2000 by an alliance of private 
organizations dedicated to raising awareness of women’s health issues and is now led by the US 
Department of Health and Human Services Office on Women's Health;  and 
 Whereas, National Women’s Health Week begins on Sunday, Mother’s Day, and continues through 
the following week; and 
 Whereas, National Women’s Health Week is serves as a time to help women understand what 
steps they can take to improve their health; and 
 Whereas, Federal partners and national supporters play a critical role in helping to celebrate] 
National Women’s Health Week; therefore 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts 

1. Urges its member clubs to contact their local officials to promote Sunday, Mother’s Day, and the 
following week as National Women’s Health Week. 
2. Use the US Department of Health and Human Services Office on Women's Health, as a resource 
to learn about and to promote Health Awareness Seminars, Health Fairs, and other educational 
programs and share these events on social media using the Women's Health logo. 

 
6. Child and Adult Abuse 
 Whereas,  The physical and mental well-being of all our people is a matter of grave concern; and 
 Whereas, It is essential that every person has the right to a sound mind and body unscarred by 
willful abuse; and 
 Whereas, Bullying is defined as unwelcome written, electronic, verbal or physical acts or gestures 
where a child or adult feels coerced, intimidate, harassed or threatened; and 
 Whereas,  Some people may be helpless to protect themselves; therefore 
 Resolved,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges support of 
responsible action to protect these people by requesting [of] doctors, health care personnel, teachers, 
[caretakers,] police, and neighbors to [when] report[ing] unexplainable injuries to the proper authorities; 
and further 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to support programs [protecting] which would place all our people in safe circumstances until their cases 
are settled by the court. [against abuse.] 
                                   
6. Child and Adult Abuse 



Page 6 of 6 
 

 Whereas,  The physical and mental well-being of all people is a matter of grave concern; and 
 Whereas, It is essential that every person has the right to a sound mind and body unscarred by 
willful abuse; and 
 Whereas,  Some people may be helpless to protect themselves; therefore 
 Resolved,  That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges support of 
responsible action of doctors, health care personnel, teachers, caretakers, police, and neighbors when 
reporting unexplainable injuries to the proper authorities; and further 
 Resolved, That the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Massachusetts urges its member clubs 
to support programs protecting against abuse. 
 
  


