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GFWC Top Projects  
From the 2020 Award Entries  

These programs and projects were selected as the Top Projects by the GFWC Special 
Program, Community Service Program, and Advancement Area Chairmen. The lists were 
comprised from the State Award Entries and Club Creativity Award Entries submitted by 
state chairmen.  
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JUNIOR Sô SPECIAL PROGRAM: ADVOCATES FOR CHILDR EN   

 

World's Largest Swim Lesson  

GFWC Junior Federated Womanôs Club of Chester (VA) planned The Worldôs Largest Swim Lesson 

and partnered with American Family Fitness in Colonial Heights, Virginia, to offer free swi m lessons 

and CPR training for the community. The event was inspired by the rescue of a memberôs daughter 

from drowning  in a neighborhood pool by another member. The club raised funds for additional free 

swim lesson packages through American Family Fitness that were raffled at the event.   

 

Sensory Hallway  

GFWC Menominee Womanôs Club (MI) created a sensory hallway to welcome students to school and 

to help students with emotions, excess energy, and positive imagery. Members and teachers placed 

decals on the floor as an obstacle course, then brightened the white walls by creating a mural that 

complemented the nature theme on the decals. Finally, colorful hands were painted at different 

levels on the walls where students could work off excess energy by doing hand push-ups.   

 

Peyton Heart Project -Suicide Awareness  

GFWC Prairie State Womanôs Club (IL) members crocheted 3,000 hearts with quotes on each to 

support the Peyton Heart Project (PHP), an effort that aims to end bull ying and the stigma 

surrounding mental health issues by giving out handmade hearts representing those lost to suicide. 

Peyton Hearts were given out at the GFWC Illinois Convention welcome table and distributed to 

teens and churches. The PHP requested more hearts to help meet the demand. Clubwomen sent 

1,500 more and collected yarn for th e project.   

 

Happy House Black History Program  

GFWC Newbern Womanôs Club (TN) organized the first annual Black History Program for the 

Happy House in Newbern, which (in 1940) was the first B lack school to provide after-school 

programs for low-income children. The program celebrated local Black History leaders and taught 

children  about African American history, the history of African dance, and African American artists 

such as famous singers and actors. Head wraps, sashes, decorations, and programs were given to 

guests.    

 

Green Thumb Gardening Club  

GFWC Womanôs Club of Vista (CA) provided nutrition education by participating with and 

supporting the efforts of a gardening club working with elementary school childr en. Meetings were 

held at a local elementary school multiple times a year. Students participated in hands-on activities 

focused on nutrition, gardening, composting, and food preparation. Students also created nutrition 

signs for the garden and served as tour guides, which provided opportunities to share their new 

knowledge with their classmates.   
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Christmas for Mom  

GFWC Florentine Evening Club (MS) created an opportunity for children at the Center for Violence 

Protection to select a Christmas gift for their  mother. The children were able to pick from a wide a 

variety of donated jewelry for the ideal gift .     

 

St. Jude Dream Home  

GFWC Bluegrass Junior Womanôs Club (KY) joined a local construction company that partnered 

with St. Jude to bring the St. Jude Dream Home Program to Lexington, Kentucky. Members sold 

raffle tickets at $100 each for an opportunity to win the St. Jude Dream Home. Clubwomen handled 

correspondence with their community and St. Jude Childrenôs Research Hospital including ticket 

retrie val, ticket processing, volunteer recruitment, and hosting Open Houses for the Dream Home 

with public tours.   

 

Child Abuse and Neglect Awareness  

GFWC Mesquite Club of Las Vegas (NV) hosted their local Chief Deputy District Attorney from the 

Juvenile Divis ion at their club meeting to present information about laws regarding the investigation 

of child abuse and neglect. Information was also shared highlighting remedies for child abuse and 

neglect such as parenting classes, anger management classes, and support from Child Protective 

Services. Members left the program aware that, when in doubt, always report.   

 

Laundry Room Wash and Read ðPromoting Literacy  

GFWC Boise Columbian Club (ID) collected childrenôs books, labeled them with the name of the 

club, and then distributed them to low -income apartment complexes. The books were placed in the 

laundry rooms provided for  residents. Children were encouraged to read while waiting for laundry or 

to borrow a book and return it.   

 

Purses for Preemies ðPrematurity Aware ness  

GFWC Charleston Junior Womanôs Club (SC) collected gently used and new purses, handbags, and 

totes for a fundraiser with March of Dimes and the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC). 

Purses were donated from club and community members. They were sold at the November MUSC 

Holiday Market as part of National Prematurity Awareness Month. Proceeds were donated to March 

of Dimes and the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at the Medical University of South Carolina.   
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SIGNATURE PROGRAM : DOMESTIC AND SEXUAL  VIOLENCE AWARENESS &  

PREVENTION  

 

Wine, Women & Purses  

GFWC of Central Oregon conducted a Wine, Women & Purses domestic violence center fundraiser. 

The club enlisted help from the community and Chamber of Commerce for donations, sponsorships, 

and ticket sales. Members secured 37 ñloadedò purses filled with items valued at $50 or more that 

were then offered by silent or live auction . Members donated appetizers and desserts, while wine and 

beer were contributed  by a winery and brewery. Shelter needs spurred biddersô participation in a 

ñRaise the Paddleò that netted over $10,000.   

 

Benefit to Construct Domestic Violence Shelter  

GFWC North Myrtle Beach Womanôs Club (SC) members helped plan and sponsor a benefit event, 

Carolina Music in the Park, to raise funds for the construction of a Horry County Domestic Violence 

Shelter. Previously, Myrtle Beach did not have a domestic violence shelter. Collaborating with city 

and county groups to raise necessary funds, the club designated $20,000 to help sponsor the event. 

Multiple live country music entertainers participated in the ten -hour event and planners expected 

8,000 to 10,000 attendees.  

 

Crisis Intervention Center Support  

GFWC Grundy Center Womanôs Club (IA) invited Palermo Clovers members to join them for a 

presentation. A speaker from the Crisis Intervention Center, which serves victims of domestic 

violence and sexual assault, spoke to the clubwomen and 4-H members. The clubs made and 

donated bags to the Center that were created from washcloths and filled with bas ic essentials like 

toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, shampoo, conditioner, soap, and lotion .    

 

Angel Shots Need for Assistance  

GFWC Austintown Junior Womanôs League (OH) educated five restaurant bartenders and servers 

about Angel Shots. Laminated reference sheets and business cards explaining Angel Shots were 

provided for distribution to female patrons. A guest having a bad first date could order an Angel Shot 

to signal the bartender/server of the need for assistance. Ordering an Angel Shot on the rocks or with 

lime signaled the guest needed serious assistance. Well-received, the club continued domestic 

violence awareness and prevention efforts.   

 

Support of Buffum Center  

GFWC Warwick Womenôs Club (RI) was recognized for 40 years involvement with the Elizabet h 

Buffum Center that serves the most vulnerable in their community. The Center was the clubôs 

Community Improvement Project and continues to be an important part of their club work. The club 

holds a permanent position on the Board of Directors  and members serve on the fundraising 

committee, two subcommittees, and fulfill the annual holiday ñwish listò of the Centerôs families.   
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Transitional Housing Apartment  

GFWC San Diego Womanôs Club (CA) has sponsored a transitional housing complex apartment since 

2004 . The 25-member club furnished the apartment and provided food, paper products, and other 

items. As the family transitions out, they may take needed household items and furnishings as they 

settle into new housing. Members clean, refurnish, and replenish the apartment for the next family. 

They also give family members in the apartment three gifts from their wish list.   

 

Purple Power  

As the GFWC Illinois State Project, the state chairman adopted the Signature Program theme of 

Purple Power and sold purple awareness bracelets, held a purse raffle, and received donations from 

Districts and clubs to fund the Success for Survivors Scholarships. Clubs donated 70 purses used as 

state convention table decorations and donated them to shelters. Clubs were asked to prepare 

toiletry bags for men and teenage boys, childrenôs backpacks or bags, elder abuse kits, and purses for 

women affected by domestic violence.   

 

Rape Victims Clothing Closet  

GFWC Agawam Junior Womanôs Club (MA) contacted the YWCA to offer assistance. The YWCA 

Director requested specific clothing for rape survivors. Victims must leave their own clothing at the 

hospital for forensic testing and need clothing to wear home. The club applied and received one of 

the GFWC MA Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Awareness Grants for $500. The grant, as well as 

member donations, were a tremendous help in restocking the YWCA clothing closet.   

 

Go Forth with  Confidence Scholarship  

As the GFWC New Hampshire State Project, the state chairman developed a Go Forth with  

Confidence Scholarship. The chairman presented the idea to the GFWC New Hampshire Executive 

Committee, Board of Directors, and then to the full membership. GFWC NH voted to put $1000 in 

the state budget to start the scholarship fund. The scholarship was awarded to survivors going to a 

college, technical institute, trade school, or completing a certification.   

 

Elder Abuse  

As the GFWC Maine State Project, the state partnered with Maineôs Council for Elder Abuse 

Prevention and Legal Services for the Elderly to raise awareness about elder abuse. The state 

chairman contacted both organizations and suggested they partner for a state-wide high school essay 

scholarship contest on elder abuse. The $1000 scholarship was awarded on June 15, World Elder 

Abuse Awareness Day, at the State Capitol. There, the student author and recipient of the $1000 

scholarship read the winning essay. 
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ARTS COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM  

 

Musical Petting Zoo  

GFWC Woman's Club of Manassas, Inc. (VA) sponsored a musical presentation of ñPeter and the 

Wolfò for third graders. Members provided the teachers with a CD and after learning the story and 

characters of the symphony, the club arranged a musical petting zoo with sixteen high school band 

members with instruments. Students visited each station where band members played their 

instrument and talked about their involvement with music.    

 

Art History Teachers  

GFWC Zehlians of Thief River Falls (MN) worked with elementary schools to teach art history.  

Members divided fourth and fifth  grade classes (five to six classes per grade with 25 to 30 students 

each) and taught four  to five lessons throughout the year about well-known and modern artists. 

Students also had hands-on sculpting with Play -Doh or made chalk murals. Members coordinated 

lessons to prevent repetition, so every student studied eight to 10 artists.   

 

Monetary Donations Create Music for Many  

GFWC Fort Benton Woman's Club (MT) donated $1,500 to the high school band program for the 

repair of instruments .  The new band director inherited many school-owned instruments that 

required repair  before they could be used by students. 

 

Fire Hydrant Make -Over  

GFWC Reynolds Woman's Club (GA) painted rusty-looking  fire hydrants along the main streets like 

strawberries since Reynolds is the home of the Georgia Strawberry Festival. After discussing the 

project with the Mayor and Fire Chief, four designs were approved: Strawberry, Dalmatian, Bubble 

Gum Machine, and a Bookworm. Members scraped off old paint, cleaned and prepped with red base 

paint, and artis tic members created the hydrantsô new designs.  

 

Decorating the Dog  

GFWC Woman's Club of Clayton (NC) members transformed the community garden into Snoopyôs 

Playground for holiday celebrations. Lights and holi day decorations surrounded the three-foot 

Snoopy flying his airplane (10 feet high with 20 feet wingspan) centerpiece, created from materials 

members had. The garden shed became Snoopy's doghouse with fire hydrants created from large 

garbage cans. The gazebo became a sleigh and cutouts of Snoopy and dog bones lined the fence 

surrounding the garden.   

 

Designing Silk Scarves  

GFWC Twentieth Century Study Club of Midland (TX) members designed scarves for the women at 

Fairhaven, a center for survivors of abuse. White silk scarves were placed in plastic bags, water and 

various colored dyes were added to the bag, which were squeezed repeatedly. The scarves were 

removed and ironed resulting in a variety of beautiful, multi -colored scarves. When the scarves were 

delivered to Fairhaven, members also provided free manicures and pedicures for the women.   
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Theatre Performances for Pre -Schoolers  

GFWC Womanôs Club of Colorado Springs (CO) partnered with the local theatre to provide theatrical 

performances for low income pre-school children. Members welcomed children, parents, and 

siblings and ushered them to their seats. For many children, it was their first theatre experience. 

Over 150 children enjoyed the summer and fall performances. After the show, the children were 

taken on-stage to meet the actors and ask questions.   

 

Special Arts Festival  

GFWC Aiken Womanôs Club (SC) has coordinated a Special Arts Festival in conjunction with South 

Carolinaôs Special Olympics Spring Games for 33 years. The festival offers hands-on art experiences 

for approximately 650 students w ith disabilities. Many of the participants are unable to compete in 

the Special Olympics games due to the nature of their disability. The club and three other 

organizations fund the festival , and over 20 organizations provide volunteer workers.    

  

Nation al Youth Art Month  

GFWC Stoneôs River Womanôs Club (TN) commemorated National Youth Art Month with a variety of 

activities, including ñStorybook Art,ò a crayon art show for second grade students who create covers 

of their favorite books ; ñSelf Portraits,ò with fourth graders depicting themselves as animals; and 

ñPicture This,ò a photography contest for eighth grade students. Entries were displayed at a club 

meeting, the local library, and with photographs in the local newspaper.   
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CONSERVATION COMMUNIT Y SERVICE PROJECT    

 

Tree -mendous  

GFWC Papillion Junior Womanôs Club (NE) co-hosted the Papillion Arbor Day Celebration with the 

Papillion Tree Board. A poster contest was held for fourth grade students at the Papillion Schools 

with the theme, ñTree-mendous,ò to teach students the importance of trees. Over 100 posters were 

entered, and winners received prize money and took part in the Arbor Day celebration at the park. 

Gold shovels were used to help Tree Board Members plant the trees.   

 

Repurposed Cards  

GFWC Tuesday Club of Columbia (MO) members met one or two times each month to create 

repurposed cards from discarded greeting cards, magazines, and calendars. The greeting cards were 

cut up and the magazines and calendars were used for punched out shapes (flowers, leaves, 

butterflies, snowflakes, etc.), which were glued onto card stock to create the cards. A total of 1,929 

cards were made and given to six agencies to distribute.  

 

Green Partner  

GFWC Womanôs Club of Smithfield (VA) members took GFWC Conservation guidelines to heart and 

became the first civic club in their town to be recognized by the State of Virginia as a Virginia Green 

Partner in 2019. This was obtained when the club pledged to have ñgreenò meetings, recycling, 

bringing their own cups to meetings instead of using plastic, and utilizing  email rather than  paper 

newsletters.   

 

Earth Day Litter Pick Up and Beautification Day  

GFWC Fuquay Varina Junior Womanôs Club (NC) celebrated Earth Day with an event titled, ñClean 

the Quay.ò The event was publicized through their website, social media, and word of mouth. Club 

members and volunteers walked over two miles of road frontage to collect trash and recyclables. 

Over 12 trash bags were filled with litter from their watershed and creek system. Gloves, vests, and 

bright pink FVJWC shirts were worn for safety.   

 

Discovery Garden  

GFWC Hollidaysburg Area Womenôs Club (PA) volunteered for weekly maintenance tasks and with 

the annual plant sale at the Discovery Gardens, a non-profit,  14,000 square yard handicap-accessible 

community garden in Legion Memorial Park in Hollidaysburg, PA. In the spring, members 

conducted garden tours and planted annuals with elementary school students. The garden tour 

taught children about the fragile nature of ecosystems and instilled respect and appreciation for the 

garden. 

 

 

 

 

 




