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The GFWC Massachusetts and GFWC Massachusetts Junior Member-
ship Annual Convention activities started on Friday, May 3rd at the 
Courtyard Marriott in Marlborough.  A fun Jubilee Celebration for   
Junior Membership was held on Friday, with Gary Marino a renowned 
comedian, please see the highlights of the evening on pages 4-5.   

Saturday the business session began with the processional honoring the 
Past Presidents and Past Directors of Junior Clubs of Massachusetts and 
introduced the current state officers.  A touching tribute to Dorthy    
Graham was given by June Alfano, GFWC MA President 1988-1990.  
Business of the federation was conducted, and elections of the 2024-
2026 administration were held.   

The afternoon business began with an inspiring presentation from Tara 
Ostromecky focusing on ñMarketing for Membershipò.  Read more 
about Taraôs presentation on page 20.  Members say the highlight of 
every annual convention is to hear the awards presentations.  It is      
always exciting to learn about the club projects that caught the attention 
of a state chairman and received recognition for the clubôs creative    
efforts and hard work.  Take a few minutes to read the brief project   
descriptions, listed farther in the newsletter.  We rounded out the       
afternoon announcing the photography and writing contest winners and 
presenting certificates to clubs who donated to MassSTAR.  

Thank you to clubs and members who supported the raffles, club con-
nection tables, and Pearls and Petals shopping.  The donations of party 
supplies for Birthday Wishes will make a difference for that organiza-
tion.  Your generosity is very appreciated. 

We re-convened for dinner, the State Clubwomen Awards, State Overall 
Achievement Awards, and the final comments from GFWC Massachu-
setts Director of Junior Clubs Marisa Jablanski and GFWC Massachu-
setts President T Jablanski.  We all enjoyed celebrating the successes. 

Thank you to the 2022-2024 administration for planning an informative 
and fun Annual Convention.  Mostly, THANK YOU to you, the mem-
bers, who attended this great event.  Thank you. 

  Watch for the 2024 Summer Issue of TOPICS with the Installation of  

2024-2026 GFWC Massachusetts and  
GFWC Massachusetts Junior Membership Officers 



As I reflect on my time as president, I am 
filled with gratitude for the tremendous sup-
port and dedication shown by each of you over 
the past two years. 

ñThereôs only one thing more precious than 
our time and thatôs who you spend it with.ò 
Leo Christopher     

Thanks for spending your time with GFWC 
Massachusetts and me! 

Your support and dedication have made a significant impact on our communities, 
and I am truly grateful for your unwavering commitment to our General Federation of Womenôs Clubs Mas-
sachusetts. Thanks for Knowing Your Worth! 

Love & Peace,  

T  

 

 

 

 

A Day Of Honor for GFWC MA 2022-2024 President T Jablanski was held on Saturday, April 20th at the 
Trinity Church in Northborough. Clubwomen gathered together to honor her years served as President and 
enjoyed a lovely brunch. The group was welcomed by GFWC MA Past Director of Junior Clubs Martha 
Michalewich, who served as hostess and emcee for the day. Memories were shared by presentations from 
Past GFWC International President Sheila Shea and GFWC MA Past President Mary Ann Pierce.  Greetings 
were shared on behalf of GFWC MA Executive Committee by Terry Rouvalis, GFWC MA 1st Vice Presi-
dent.  Diane Erickson, Headquarters Secretary, gave a beautiful grace before the meal.  GFWC MA Director 
of Junior Clubs Marisa Jablanski held a GFWC Trivia Game with the group which highlighted special mo-
ments in President Tôs GFWC experiences.  

GFWC MA Past President Lynne Stader presented President T with her Presidentôs pin while Tôs assistant 
Diane Murphy presented her with a gift from GFWC MA members. Tôs club, GFWC Auburn Junior Wom-
anôs Club presented her with flowers and a gift of windchimes. 

What a delightful day to honor President Jablanskiôs years of service with good friends and delicious food! 
Thank you for your hard work and service to our state and good luck in any future endeavors. We appreciate 
all that you have accomplished!  

 Submitted by GFWC MA Past President Mary Ann Pierce 

Photos on pages 22-23 
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WORTH YOUR WEIGHT IN GOLD  

DAY OF HONOR 



What a fantastic weekend we had in Marlborough for our GFWC 
Annual Convention! Thank you to everyone who attended and 
helped make the weekend a success. We certainly all Stood Tall 
and Proud with GFWC to celebrate our clubsô accomplishments. 
The work you have done, and will continue to do, to improve your 
communities is phenomenal, and you all deserve the acknowledge-
ment of your hard work and dedication. Congratulations to our 
many clubs who won awards, scholarships, and bowls.  

This administration had many highlights for me, but Iôd like to 
touch on just a few.  

At the administrationôs first Junior Jumpstart, the format was 
changed to allow for a roundtable discussion. This discussion gave the club leaders in attendance the oppor-
tunity to have the floor and share successes, frustrations, and questions. Hearing the positive feedback about 
having the opportunity for this óvent sessionô with other clubwomen who ógot itô was so touching to hear. 

 A longtime dream was to change the way past Directors and Presidents were honored at state meetings. 
Each Past Director and President had their own table for the luncheon, where they brought things in from 
their administration to create their own centerpiece. Following the meal, one representative from each table 
came forward and introduced the leader at their table and share the information they collected during the 
interviews they were asked to do. Both clubwomen and past leaders shared later that this change in format 
was inspiring and well worth the added effort.  

Having the honor to start our 2024 Annual Convention with a birthday celebration in honor of Junior Mem-
bershipôs 100th anniversary. With twelve past Directors of Junior Clubs in attendance, each one stepped for-
ward and read an inspiring quote from a past GFWC Director. These quotes, that spanned the last century of 
Junior Membership, still rang true today, and the impact of them all being read aloud by the leaders who 
have made such important contributions to our state organization was so inspirational. 

Closing out this administration, it was important that Communications & Public Relations and Membership 
were the focus of the luncheon speaker for Annual Convention. Finding the owner and CEO of a woman 
owned marketing company was a major success! Tara Ostromecky brought youthful and informative insight 
into how we can all engage and entice new members into our clubs. Using fundraising dollars earmarked for 
CPR and Membership, we were able to offer three clubs free strategy sessions with Tara and her company, 
Makin it Marketing. I canôt wait to see how these sessions help our clubs gain membership and publicity. 

I am so beyond grateful for the opportunities that this position has provided me. It has been an honor and a 

privilege to serve as your Director of Junior Clubs for 2022-2024. As stated in my final thoughts at the close 

of our Annual Conventionéin a time where women are pulled in so many different directions, I am inspired 

by the women who continue to serve, who continue to help their communities, and who continue to choose 

GFWC when there are so many other outside forces pulling them. Thank you all for your dedication to our 

organization. GFWC Massachusetts, and GFWC Massachusetts Junior Membership is alive, strong, and 

growing because of your commitment and support. Stand Tall and Proud and know that YOU are making a 

difference with your actions each and every day.  

Thank you. 
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FROM PAST DIRECTOR OF JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP MARISA JABLANSKI 



Page 4  2024 Special Edition 

GFWC MA JUNIOR CLUBS 

 100 YEARS OF SERVICE  

Happy Birthday Junior Membership!  The Friday night of the GFWC Massachusetts Annual Convention 

was certainly a fun celebration for the 100 years of Junior Membership in our state.  We acknowledged the 

creation of the 1924 Society, and a gift for Headquarters was presented by Jen Nowak, a full set of the mar-

tini glasses from the first six years of its existence. With so many clubwomen in attendance, including 

twelve Past Directors of Junior Clubs, we feasted on a pasta buffet and enjoyed each otherôs company while 

tables told stories of their experiences and favorite moments in their GFWC journey. Clubwomenôs journeys 

were displayed on a brightly colored timeline right outside the banquet room. This timeline showcased when 

each member joined their local club, when they realized their ówhyô, and when they first took on a leader-

ship role in the organization. Thank you to all who participated in this exercise.  We are creating the history 

of the next 100 years of Junior Membership with our stories, how do we want to create our lasting impact? 

Following dinner, we celebrated with birthday cake (of course) followed by a lively game of Music Trivia 

hosted by our newly installed Director of Junior Clubs, Beth McKeon. She certainly challenged our 

knowledge of womenôs history. Following trivia, we enjoyed Comedian Gary Marino, where he made us all 

laugh as he talked about how the world has gone crazy.  We concluded our event by standing as a group and 

reciting the Junior Pledge.  Hereôs to another successful 100 years of Junior Membership in Massachusetts! 

CREDENTIALS & REGISTRATION 

Martha Casassa, Chairman 

GFWC MA Credentials Conservation Effort 
 

At each state Meeting or Convention members attending are asked to return their plastic name badges, The 
paper content can also be recycled along with the plastic holder. As your 2022-2024 Chairman I have been 
monitoring the return rate. Did you know we achieve about a 68-70% return rate - not great - a grade of C 
if we were being graded in school. We CAN do better! 

Why worry? Over the course of an administration this means we need to buy another box of 100 name 
badge holders to replace those lost. Not only is non-recyclable plastic ending up in multiple waste streams 
in our state, but it costs GFWC MA about $90 each time to replace lost plastic holders. That money could 
go to a better cause than replacing plastic holders! 

As your Credentials Chairman for 2024-2026, I am asking each of you to not only be sure to return your 
own badge and its paper contents, but to make sure a fellow attendee does as well. The goal: a 100% return 
rate - a lofty A+ goal, but why not. Helping our Earth and our own finances are worthy causes, don't you 
agree??? 

  

In Federation Friendship, 

Martha  

Martha Casassa 
GFWC MA Credentials & Registration Chairman 2024-2026 
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GFWC MA JUNIOR CLUBS 

 100 YEARS OF SERVICE  

GFWC MA Past Directors of Junior Clubs 



Page 6  2024 Special Edition 

GFWCMA ANNUAL CONVENTION  



Page 7  2024 Special Edition 

GFWCMA ANNUAL CONVENTION  



Page 8  2024 Special Edition 

GFWCMA ANNUAL CONVENTION  



Page 9  2024 Special Edition 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila E. Shea Club President Award  

Robin Gendron ~ GFWC Greater Taunton Womanõs Club 

 

Julia Ward Howe Club President Award   

Penny Olson  ~ Holly Club of Wrentham  
 

 

Martha Michalewich Clubwoman of the Year Award  

Vicki Greenberg Levine  ~ GFWC Marlborough Junior Womenõs Club 

GFWC Massachusetts Clubwoman of the Year Award  

Martha Casassa, GFWC Bay State Contemporary Club  

Marilyn Perry Leadership Award  

Gigi Chamberlain  ~ GFWC Marlborough Junior Womenõs Club 

Junior Membership Achievement Awards:  

Barbara Baker Tray ~ GFWC Agawam Junior Womenõs Club 

Division II ( 6 -30 members) ~ GFWC Auburn Junior Womanõs Club, Inc 

Division 1 (31+ members) ~ GFWC Marlborough Junior Womanõs Club 

Programs & Activities Overall Award ~ GFWC Greater Taunton Womanõs Club 

 

Womenõs Club Achievement Awards: 

Á GFWC Bay State Contemporary Club  

Á GFWC Boston Parliamentary Law Club  

Á Womenõs Club of Newton Highlands 

GFWC MA ANNUAL CONVENTION  

2023 AWARDS 



Page 10  2024 Special Edition 
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

GFWC Agawam Junior 
Womenôs Club 

GFWC Marlborough Junior Womanôs Club 

GFWC Auburn Junior Womanôs Club 

GFWC Greater Taunton 
Womanôs Club 
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

GFWC  

Boston  

Parliamentary Law Club 

GFWC  

Bay State 
Contemporary Club 

Womanôs Club 
of  

Newton Highlands 


