
GFWC Massachusetts received Cate-
gory 3 Overall Winning Certificates: 
 

¶ Signature Program: Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Awareness and Preven-
tion 

¶ Civic Engagement and Outreach 

¶ Womenôs History and Resource 
Center: Leadership Fundraising 
 
Special Recognition: 

¶ Club Creativity: GFWC Greater 
Taunton Womanôs Club 

¶ First Place Poetry Winner: Penny 
Olson from The Holly Club of Wren-
tham (Drumroll Please!) 
   
  Continued on page 11 

Our GFWC Massachusetts Fall Meeting 
(Embracing Our Spirit) was truly amaz-
ing! The day was filled with service and 
celebration.  We had a successful service 
project benefiting the Fihrin Founda-
tion, and we were honored to hear the 
inspiring story behind its start from 
founder Ceylan Rowe. 
 
The Red, White, and Blue Auction 
brought great spirit and raised over 
$2,500 for Club Grants, which directly 
support local Domestic Violence Shel-
ters. 
  
A major highlight was the announcement 
of Award Certificates received at the 
GFWC Annual Convention in Atlanta, 
GA, that took place this past June. 

Darlene Coutu, Editor 
topics@gfwcma.org 
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Jen Nowak, President 
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2025 Holiday Reflection: 
The Light of Service  

 
As the days shorten and the Decem-
ber holiday season draws near, a 
special warmth begins to bloom --
not just the warmth of our hearths, 
but the profound warmth of connec-
tion and purpose. 
 
For GFWC Massachusetts, this 
time of year is a powerful culmina-
tion of the hard work and heartfelt 
dedication you, our incredible club-
women, have poured into our com-
munities all year long. It is a mo-
ment to look back proudly on 
2025 and celebrate all we have 
achieved. 
 
This season of togetherness reminds 
us that the greatest gift is the gift of 
presence, kindness, and service. 
The work you do, whether it was 
ensuring a neighbor has a won-
derful Thanksgiving meal, or 
when your efforts now place a 

much-needed gift into a child's 
hands at Christmas, is more than 
just volunteering -- you are igniting a 
beacon of hope. 
 
You are the strength and the light of 
our Federation. 
 
May the peace of this season fill your 
homes, and may you carry the deep 
satisfaction of knowing your service 
has created a lasting, meaningful dif-
ference. As we share memorable mo-
ments with family and friends, let us 
also cherish the extraordinary bond 
of sisterhood we share. We are grate-
ful for your compassion, your ener-
gy, and the way you exemplify the 
true spirit of giving. 
 
Together, we celebrate the power of 
a volunteer heart. 
 
Wishing you and yours a holiday sea-

son overflowing with joy, reflection, 

and the beautiful wonder of your own 

generosity. 

Message from President Jen Nowak 
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ñGo confidently in the 

direction of your 

dreams.  Live the life 

you have imagined.ò 

 

Henry David Thoreau 

Because of your generosity and  
determination, GFWCôs Measles 
Mission, in collaboration with 
Shot@Life, has reached a powerful 
milestone -- weôre already halfway 
to our fundraising goal!  
 
That means more than 8,000 chil-
dren will now be protected from 
measles, one of the worldôs most 
contagious -- and preventable -- 
diseases. Each vaccine represents a 
childôs chance to grow, dream, and 
live without fear. To learn more 
about your fellow clubwomenôs in-

spiring efforts and the timeliness of 
your commitment, check out our re-
cent blog post.  
 
Every contribution -- every share, 
every dollar -- moves us closer to a 
world where no child suffers from a 
preventable disease. Your efforts are 
making a real impact in a time when 
itôs needed most. Letôs keep up that 
momentum: Make a Gift 
 
Thank you for standing with us and 

working to ensure that everyone, eve-

rywhere has a shot at life.   

Measles Mission Update to Fundraisers (as of November, 2025) 

https://shotatlife.org/2025/11/14/fostering-change-against-measles/
https://shotatlife.org/2025/11/14/fostering-change-against-measles/
https://fundraise.unfoundation.org/campaign/gfwcs-measles-mission-with-shot-life/c579916


Message from Director of Junior Clubs 

Beth McKeon 
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The Call to Midwinter has just gone 
out, and I hope to see many of you 
there. President Nowak and I have 
planned what we hope will be a com-
fy and cozy meeting to connect with 
our GFWC MA club friends. Please 
encourage your members to attend.  
 
Lastly, but certainly not the least, 
please reach out if you have any 
questions or concerns about your re-
port writing.  I know this is a stress-
ful time for many club leaders, but if 
you need help, we are here for you.  I 
know each and every club in Massa-
chusetts has done amazing things to 
help their communities, and GFWC 
MA wants to acknowledge and cele-
brate your achievements.  
 
I want to wish everyone a happy and 
healthy holiday and we will see you 
next year! 

The holiday season is upon us!! I 
donôt know about you, but it always 
seems to creep up on me. One mi-
nute itôs seventy degrees and the 
leaves are just beginning to turn, 
and then WHAM! The Christmas 
tree lots are full and lights are going 
up everywhere.  
 
I hope everyone enjoyed their 
Thanksgiving and their time with 
family and friends. I also hope eve-
ryone has started their HundredX 
surveys. I know some members 
have already completed theirs! 
YAY! Everyone has until Decem-
ber 15th to finish, so if youôre like 
me and have barely started, get go-
ing. LOL 
 
I would like to thank every club that 
donated to Planting the Seedôs holi-
day gift drive. As always, GFWC 
MA members showed their support 
and generosity for those in need. 
Thank you. 

 Congratulations to the three clubs who celebrated major anniversary milestones this fall!  
 

Needham Womanôs Club: 90 Years 

GFWC Greater Taunton Womenôs Club: 75 Years 

GFWC Northboro Junior Womanôs Club: 50 Years 

 
Thank you to each of these clubs for their dedicated service to their communities. 

ñStart where you are.  

Use what you have. 

Do what you can.ò 

 

Arthur Ashe 

Celebrating Milestone Anniversaries 



Are you recognized as a leader 
within your club? Would you like 
to enhance your effectiveness in 
this role? Are you interested in   
expanding your knowledge and  
acquiring new skills? One of the 
many benefits of being a member of 
GFWC is the encouragement of 
personal development. Attending a 
LEADS (Leadership Education and 
Development Seminar) exemplifies 
how GFWC supports members by 
providing Education, Engagement, 
and Empowerment to help them 
gain these valuable skills. 
 
At the LEADS Seminar, you will 
have the opportunity to learn from 
experienced GFWC leaders. The 
seminar focuses on improving com-
munication, listening skills, conflict 
resolution, developing confidence 
in public speaking, managing com-
mittees, fostering cooperation, and 
inspiring creativity among club 
members. You will also be able to 
share problem-solving strategies 
with fellow members from all 50 
states and the District of Columbia, 
while building new friendships 
along the way. 
 
I speak from personal experience. 
In 2023, I attended the GFWC In-
ternational Convention in Louis-
ville, KY as the GFWC MA 
LEADS Candidate. Early Friday 
morning, I joined 51 other LEADS 
Candidates and several GFWC in-
structors in two hotel meeting 
rooms designated for our seminar. 
Susan Gettys, the LEADS Program 
Chairman and current GFWC Sec-
retary, began the seminar by asking 
us an important question: ñWhat is 

your Why?ò She encouraged us to 
reflect on our reasons for joining our 
communityôs Woman's Club, our 
motivations, and our passions. This 
reflection prepared us for the dayôs 
lessons, which included learning ef-
fective communication strategies and 
how to lead group discussions with 
confidence. We eagerly absorbed 
everything our instructors shared and 
discussed ways to apply these skills 
to our own experiences.  Though the 
journey to leadership is ongoing, the 
LEADS Program provided us with 
essential tools to keep moving for-
ward. When you attend your next 
Board of Directors Meeting or 
GFWC MA Meeting, look around the 
room. I can assure you many of your 
outstanding leaders are graduates of 
this program. 
 
GFWC MA is seeking a LEADS 

Candidate to sponsor at the 2026 

LEADS Seminar, which will be held 

at the GFWC International Conven-

tion in Scottsdale, AZ on June 26, 

2026.  I invite you to apply.  By ap-

plying, you take the first step toward 

developing lifelong leadership skills 

and joining a network of inspiring 

club members from across the coun-

try. The application and submission 

details are available at gfwcma.org. 

Please note that the deadline for sub-

mission is March 1, 2026. 

Message from President-elect Terry Rouvalis 
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ñWhen one door of 

happiness closes, another 

opens.  But often we look 

so long at the closed door 

that we do not see the one 

that has been opened for 

us.ò 

 

Helen Keller 
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From the Nominating Committee, 

Donna Shibley, Chairman 



As the GFWC MA Communications and 
Public Relations Chairman, I am inviting 
you to make sure you are staying connected 
with GFWC and GFWC Massachusetts.  How 
many times have you heard at a state meeting, 
ñItôs on the website.ò!  Explore the GFWC 
MA website ~ https://www.gfwcma.org/  
 
Please send any club happenings to 
dmshibley@gmail.com for addition to the 
state website. We are always looking to help 
YOU publicize your club event, programs, 
and projects. We can even feature your event 
on our GFWC MA Facebook page. Send a 
flier to me and I can do the rest. 
 
Make sure when your club is updating any of 
its promotional materials (event fliers, new 
banners, correspondence to outside business-
es) that you use the new GFWC logo to en-
sure proper BRANDING. Logos can be 
found in the Member Portal or on our web-
site. 

Clubs now have the option of customizing the 
new GFWC logo for their individual club.  

Looking for club publicity blurbs? 
They are on the website.  
These templates (doc and pdf versions) can be 
customized for your club. 
Under News, Press Releases 
Publicity templates: 
¶ GFWC International Day of Service ~      
Domestic Violence Project 

¶ GFWC supports October as Domestic       
Violence Awareness Month 

 
Looking for the latest GFWC Chairman Spe-
cial Program, Community Service Program 
and Advancement Plan newsletters? 
They are on the website. 
These newsletters are a way to keep your club 
members updated on the latest information 
about GFWC, Chairman Newsletters and Up-
dates. 

Communications and Public Relations 

Donna Shibley, Chairman 
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2025 - 2026 GFWC Massachusetts Manual Revisions 
 

Page 1    Darlene Coutu  correspondence@gfwcma.org  
 

Page 18  GFWC Bourne Womenôs Club Treasurer Patti Willbanks willsew@aol.com 
 
Page 19  Millbury Womanôs Club 2nd VP Marguerite Duncan  and margueriteduncan11@gmail.com 
 
Page 26  Hanover Womanôs Club, Juniors Vice President Tammy Tedeschi and ttedeschi@verizon.net  
 
Page 27  GFWC PAST JUNIOR STATE OFFICERôS CLUB 

https://www.gfwcma.org/
mailto:dmshibley@gmail.com
mailto:ttedeschi@verizon.net


From the desk of the Treasurer, 

Katie Robey 
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Club Dues 
 

Club dues invoices were emailed to all club 
treasurers and presidents in early November. In 
June 2025, each club submitted  its Manual Sheet 
with the club's members as of December 31, 
2024. That number is then used to calculate the 
dues for each club.  
 
Dues are due by December 31, 2025.  
 
Our bylaws establish how the funds are divided-
clubs are charged $25 per member; GFWC MA 
keeps $10 of that $25. The GFWC MA Junior 
Membership Treasury receive $3 per member. 
GFWC International  will send a dues bill that is 
due in 2026 and is based on $15 X our total 
membership.  
 
Juniorette Club's dues are calculated a bit differ-
ently-$12 per member with $2 per member stay-
ing with GFWC MA and $10 per member going 
to GFWC International.  
 
We also still have a few Associate Clubs who 
pay $3 per member but they are not counted as 
GFWC International members and all of the 
funds stay with GFWC MA. 

End-of-year Donations  
 
GFWC MA appreciates the fundraising activities 
that each club does and their generous support of 
projects in their community. Clubs are also of-
fered the opportunity to donate from the areas 
listed in the End of Year Form. No donation is 
too small as we pool them into one donation from 
GFWC MA. You can access the form on the 
GFWC MA website under the Women's Clubs 
tab and then Fliers and Forms or the Juniors tab 
under Junior Membership- Information Please. 
  
Last year the form was combined so that all clubs 
use the same form; this continues again for 2025. 
GFWC MA donated $1000.00 to the National 
Coast Guard Museum so that we could have a 
paver but they are still in need of funds. Last year 
clubs donated $735.00 to the Women's Suffrage 
National Monument Foundation but we are still 
collecting funds with a donation to be made in 
2026. 
 
If your club makes a donation to scholarships, 
please note the form has a general donation line 
and a specific donation line. If you donate to the 
specific line, make sure you circle the scholar-
ship area you want to donate to. Any donation to 
the general line will be distributed as the chair-
man feels appropriate. 
 
Regardless of your club's choices, all donations 
are appreciated. The donations made by the state 
are included in President Nowak's report to 
GFWC International.  Let's make her shine as she 
wraps up her administration! 
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The end of the year is approaching, and it's time to gather your club's  accomplishments and prepare your 
annual reports!  These reports are crucial for ensuring our state's collective impact is fully recognized by 
the General Federation of Women's Clubs (GFWC).  Every single club's effort contributes to our overall 
state numbers, so your participation is vital. 
 
If writing a full narrative report seems daunting, the absolute minimum required by the state is the statisti-
cal sheet. Making sure this sheet is submitted ensures your club's hard work is counted! 
 

 
 

Tools to Make Reporting Easy 
We've provided resources to make the report writing process manageable: 

¶ Website Resources:  Visit the website under both the Women's Club and Juniors tabs for the 
dedicated report writing page.  Here you'll find answers to many questions and forms you can 
download and use. 

¶ PowerPoint Review:  The ñHow to Make Year-end Reports Easyò PowerPoint is an excellent 
tool packed with helpful ideas -- it's definitely worth reviewing! 

¶ Easy Statistical Sheet:  By simply collating the work your club did all year long, filling out the 
statistical sheet becomes easy. This process is also a great way to gather and share your club's 
history with your members! 

 
 Saving Your Forms 
Please remember to download each form and save it correctly using your club's name and the 
identity of the form.    Example: Wilbraham Environment 2025 

 
Need Help? 
Please don't hesitate to reach out to any state officer if you have questions. Additionally, the Di-

rector and President are willing to schedule a Zoom meeting with any clubs that would like extra 

assistance. 

Club Type Deadline Submission Method 

Junior  
Membership 

Due between 1/11/2025 - 1/17/2025 Email to GFWCJRMAreport@gmail.com 

Women's 
Clubs 

Deadline 
1/31/2025 

Email to HQSecretary@gfwcma.org (preferred) or mail to 
GFWC MA Headquarters 

Nowõs the Time to Submit Your Club Reports! 
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Please download the registration form at gfwcma.org ~ Events ~ State Meetings ~ Midwinter Meeting 

https://www.gfwcma.org/midwinter-meeting.html
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GFWC MA Fall Meeting 

October 18, 2025 

Thank you to the clubs who helped throughout the Day: GFWC Northboro Junior Womanôs Club, The Holly Club of Wrentham, 
Millbury Womanôs Club, Womanôs Club of Newton Highlands, and GFWC Greater Taunton Womenôs Club. 
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GFWC MA Fall Meeting  Continued 

Deb OôGrady 
LEADS Graduate 
Pres Jen Nowak &  
Director Beth McKeon 

Ceylan Rowe 
Fihri Foundation 

Linda Brosseau 
GFWC Convention Recap 

Shannon Butler 
Auctioneer! 

Penny Olson 
Poetry Award Winner 
Pres Jen Nowak &  
Director Beth McKeon 



Club Opportunity 
GFWC MA Domestic Violence Shelter Grant! 
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For an organization that is often asking for dona-
tions, this is one of the few and most rewarding 
times we can give financially back to our clubs! 
We are thrilled to offer GFWC Massachusetts 
Club Grants, providing a direct benefit of your 
membership to help fund your local domestic  
violence shelter projects. 
 
Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and 
Prevention is the GFWC Signature Program 
and was the focus of our International Day of 
Service. Let's keep this critical area as our focus 
and make a significant, local impact! 
 

¶ Fund Source: Thanks to the incredible suc-
cess of the Red, White, and Blue Raffle and Auc-
tion at the Fall Meeting and the generosity of our 
members and clubs, we have funds ready to be 
distributed! Furthermore, GFWC Massachusetts 
is adding to these funds due to the critical and 
growing need across the Commonwealth, espe-
cially as many federally funded programs face 
reductions or uncertainty. 
 

¶ Grant Award: Clubs can apply for a grant of 
up to $750 for their local Domestic Violence 
Shelter. 
 
Local Impact: The funds will be distributed to 
your club, and then donated by your club to the 
shelter you work with. This provides a fantastic 
opportunity for your club to add to the funds,  
allowing you to make an even more impactful 
donation in your community. 
 

Important Next Steps for Your Club 
If your club is interested in this wonderful oppor-
tunity, please follow these steps: 
 
1.  Contact Your Shelter: It is imperative to 
reach out to your local Domestic Violence Shel-
ter. Speak with them directly to determine their 
current, most pressing needs. These contacts will 
be verified prior to approving the grant. 
 
2. Find the Application: Grant applications 
were available at the Fall Meeting or can be 
found online at: gfwcma.org | Women's 
Club | Fliers and Forms. 

 
3. Meet the Deadline: The deadline to apply is 
January 15, 2026. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Presi-

dent Jen Nowak at President@gfwcma.org 

https://www.gfwcma.org/uploads/1/2/9/6/12968947/dv_grant_application_2025.pdf
https://www.gfwcma.org/uploads/1/2/9/6/12968947/dv_grant_application_2025.pdf
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A Day of Remembrance and Renewal: 

Federation Day at the Memorial Forest 

 
 
The annual Federation Day at the Memorial Forest in Sudbury is a peaceful and deeply meaningful 
event that offers a special opportunity for our GFWC community to gather, reflect, and celebrate both our 
heritage and our future.  Held within the serene beauty of our Memorial Forest, this brief ceremony is de-
signed to connect us across generations of Federation women: 
 

¶ Honoring Our Loved Ones: We will gather in the quiet, natural setting of the forest to remem-
ber and pay tribute to loved ones and GFWC members who have passed. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for clubs to recognize their cherished members in a beautiful, natural setting. 

 
¶ Celebrating New Growth: Following the well-received tradition started last year, we will for-
mally honor all new members installed in a GFWC Club from May 15, 2025, through June 
1, 2026. Just as a forest needs new growth to thrive, our GFWC Clubs rely on new members to 
succeed and ensure a vibrant future. 

 
Ways to Participate 

We invite you to participate in this meaningful program by remembering those who came before us: 
 

¶ Memorial Donation: With a nominal donation, a member or friend who has passed will be 
included in the list of memorials and announced during the program. 

 
* To Make a Donation: Please find the 2026 Memorial Forest Donation Form on the 
GFWC MA website under "Fliers and Forms." 

 
¶ Lasting Memorial: For a permanent tribute, consider purchasing a personalized brick to be      
 placed in the Unity Walkway in front of our Headquarters building. 

 
This inspirational event is truly worth the trip out to our Headquarters area.  We look forward to sharing 

this relaxing and moving day with you as we celebrate the continuous circle of life within our Federation 

family.  The date for this yearôs Federation Day at the Memorial Forest will be announced at the Midwinter 

Meeting on January 31, 2026. 
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Thirty Massachusetts members attended the GFWC New England Region Conference hosted by GFWC 
NH in Meredith, New Hampshire! 

¶ The location and the hospitality from the New Hampshire delegation were spectacular. 

¶ GFWC President-elect Wendy Cariker was the featured speaker and guest, engaging wonderfully 
with clubwomen from the entire region. 
Fabulous presentations were given by GFWC Board members, and New England Region President Tina 
Smith kept the weekend upbeat and engaging. 

116th GFWC New England Region Conference 

October 31 - November 2, 2025 

GFWC LEADS Graduates from New England Region with 
Anne Englehart, Leadership Committee and Conference 
Chairman 

GFWC President-elect  
Wendy Carriker 

GFWC NER President-elect  
Donna Shibley 


