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by Jan Allen
SAFE WOMEN, STRONG NATIONS
(From the Indian Law Resource Center website www.Indianlaw.org ) 

In the United States, violence against indigenous women has reached unprecedented levels on tribal lands and in Alaska Native villages. More than 4 in 5 American Indian and Alaska Native women have experienced violence, and more than 1 in 2 have experienced sexual violence. Alaska Native women continue to suffer the highest rate of forcible sexual assault and have reported rates of domestic violence up to 10 times higher than in the rest of the United States. Though available data is limited, the number of missing and murdered American Indian and Alaska Native women and the lack of a diligent and adequate federal response is extremely alarming to indigenous women, tribal governments, and communities. On some reservations, indigenous women are murdered at more than ten times the national average. 

Statistics define the scale of the problem but do nothing to convey the experience of the epidemic. They tell part of the story but fail to account for the devastating impacts this violence has on the survivors, Indian families, Native communities, and Indian nations themselves. Native children exposed to violence suffer rates of PTSD three times higher than the rest of the general population. Nevertheless, the statistics make absolutely clear that violence against Native women is a crisis that cannot wait to be addressed. 

The Indian Law Resource Center’s Safe Women, Strong Nations project partners with Native women’s organizations and Indian and Alaska Native nations to end violence against Native women and children. Our project: 

· Raises awareness to gain strong federal action to end violence against Native women and children; 

· Provides legal advice to Native women’s organizations and Indian nations on ways to restore tribal criminal authority and to preserve tribal civil authority; and 

· Helps Indian and Alaska Native nations and Native women’s organizations increase their capacity to prevent violence and to hold perpetrators of violence on their lands accountable. 

We must act together to restore safety to Native women and children and to help Indian nations address the appalling cycle of violence in Native communities. Consider a donation to the Indian Law Resource Center at https://indianlaw.ejoinme.org/?tabid=162785      

Information from Other Impact Areas:
Intimate Partner Violence:

With the help of grassroots advocacy from our GFWC sisters and others, the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act (VAWA) of 2022 was passed with bipartisan support, and signed into law in March. First enacted in 1994, according to the United States Department of Justice Archives, VAWA 2022 will allow new programs and initiatives. One of these programs will provide sexual assault medical forensic examinations for survivors in rural communities. The signing of this law comes at the heels of the National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) annual counts report. Some important findings from the report include: 

· “In a single day… 70,032 adult and child domestic violence victims received essential, life-changing serves from local programs.” 

· “In a single day…9,444 requests for help from domestic violence victims went unmet due to lack of resources.” 

We have a lot to cheer about, but we still have a lot of work to do to advocate until there are enough resources for all victims who seek help. 

(Sources: www.justice.gov and www.NNEDV.org ) 

Child Abuse:
(From Prevent Child Abuse America) 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month! This April, it is more important than ever to help positive childhood experiences take root in your community and across the country. How can GFWC members help? 
· Even though the official “Wear Blue Day” was on April 1st, you can still take a selfie decked out in your favorite blue clothes and post it on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok with #WearBlueDay2022. 

· Mark your calendar for April 27, 2022—Digital Advocacy Day! Contact your elected officials and spread the word about policy changes that are vital to the well-being of children and their families. 

· Plant a Pinwheel Garden! Since 2008, Pinwheels for Prevention® gardens have been raising awareness and financial support for policies and programs that enable children, families, and communities to thrive. These gardens help show everyone the need for positive childhood experiences — and the groundswell of support for their role in preventing child abuse and neglect everywhere. 

Thank you for caring about children and doing everything possible to ensure they have positive childhood experiences!! 

Teen Dating:
Thank you! GFWC Clubwomen have worked diligently to bring Teen Dating Violence Awareness to the forefront in our communities by hosting Healthy Relationship Forums.

In 2021, the CDC stated that 1 in 11 female and 1 in 15 male high school students have experienced teen dating violence in the last year…. That is just not acceptable! If we, GFWC, can help young people to learn about healthy relationships &amp; behaviors now, we can lower the statistics of victims in the future!

In the upcoming months, continue to host Healthy Relationship Forums, research educational items you can bring to your club and community. If you Google: “Teen dating violence awareness videos” you will find many YouTube videos created by High School Students.

Look for books on the topic of Healthy Teen Relationships that you can share with the teens and parents you know. Like this one:

Teen Dating Violence - The Invisible Peril by Susan Mary Sanders

Invisible--because it does not command the attention of the media as do school shootings, gang warfare, or date rape--the violence that teenage women experience while dating includes emotional, physical, and sexual abuse. Using survey and interview data from approximately five hundred female high school juniors, this book measures the incidence of dating violence among teenage females.

Campus Sexual Assault:  
(Information from the US Dept of Health and Human Services, Office on Women’s Health)

Sexual assault happens everywhere and to women and men of all ages. But it is common on college campuses, and, among adults, sexual assault happens most often to traditionally college-age women (18–24). Colleges that get federal funding are required to publicly report sexual assault.
· Alcohol and drugs. Campus sexual assault often involves alcohol and drugs. One study found that 15% of young women experienced incapacitated rape during their first year of college.3 Being incapacitated means these young women were raped when they could not give consent because they did not know what was happening. Many young adults use alcohol or drugs for the first time during college. Using drugs or drinking too much alcohol can make you unaware of what is happening around you and to you.

· Reporting sexual assault. Only one in five college-age women who are sexually assaulted report the attack to the police.4 Talking about sexual assault to strangers can be difficult, but reporting sexual assault can prevent attackers from hurting others and help you feel more in control. Reporting also helps school officials make arrangements so you do not have to have contact with someone who assaulted you.

· Peer pressure. College-age women often live with people their own age on campus, rather than parents or other older adults. Students may feel peer pressure to participate in social activities like drinking, using drugs, going to parities, or engaging in sexual activities that make them uncomfortable. Being forced into unwanted sexual activity for social acceptance is a type of sexual coercion. 

For more information check out this website:  
https://www.womenshealth.gov/relationships-and-safety/sexual-assault-and-rape/college-sexual-assault 

Elder Abuse:  
How can elder abuse be prevented?  Educating seniors, professionals, caregivers, and the public on abuse is critical to prevention. If you’re an older adult, you can stay safe by: 

· Taking care of your health. 

· Seeking professional help for drug, alcohol, and depression concerns and urging family members to get help for these problems. 

· Attending support groups for spouses and learning about domestic violence services. 

· Planning for your own future. With a power of attorney or a living will, you can address health care decisions now to avoid confusion and family problems later. Seek independent advice from someone you trust before signing any documents. 

· Staying active in the community and connected with friends and family. This will decrease social isolation, which has been connected to elder abuse. 

· Posting and opening your own mail. 

· Not giving personal information over the phone. 

· Using direct deposit for all checks. 

· Having your own phone. 

· Reviewing your will periodically. 

Military Sexual Abuse:
(From https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/msthome/index.asp )

As we approach the end of the club year let’s take some time to remember some of the important things we’ve learned about Military Sexual Abuse. 

The Veterans Administration defines it as sexual assault or sexual harassment experienced during military service and any sexual activity during military service that was against the individual’s will or when they were unable to say no.  This includes things like:
· Being pressured or coerced into sexual activities, such as with threats of negative treatment if you refuse to cooperate or with promises of better treatment

· Sexual contact or activities without your consent, including when you were asleep or intoxicated

· Being overpowered or physically forced to have sex

· Being touched or grabbed in a sexual way that made you uncomfortable, including during “hazing” experiences

· Comments about your body or sexual activities that you found threatening

· Unwanted sexual advances that you found threatening

Those victimized include people of all genders, ages, sexual orientations, racial and ethnic backgrounds, and branches of service.  The impact can be significant and includes:  

· Disturbing memories or nightmares

· Difficulty feeling safe

· Feelings of depression or numbness

· Using alcohol or other drugs to numb or escape from negative feelings

· Feeling isolated from other people

· Difficulties with anger, irritability, or other strong emotions

· Self-doubt, self-blame, or decreased self esteem

· Issues with sleep

· Physical health problems

Help for victims of Military Sexual Assault can be obtained through the Veteran’s Administration.  They can provide support in a variety of ways that include treatment that helps the victim understand the impact it has on their life.

Human Trafficking:  
The Freedom Story is a 501(c)3 organization, formerly known as The SOLD Project, preventing child trafficking and exploitation by using culturally relevant programs for vulnerable children, and empowering people into action towards child trafficking prevention. Research for The SOLD Project film uncovered the poverty and lack of education fueling child sex trafficking in Thailand. The Freedom Story works towards breaking the poverty and exploitation cycle in Thailand by targeting at-risk students. This organization is using education of human rights, scholarships, and resources to empower children to stay in school and fulfill their dreams. Opportunities to become involved and actively prevent human trafficking include hosting a Freedom Story event, volunteering in the United States or Thailand, annual week long Learning Trips travel to Thailand, reading student success stories and inspiring others through shared social media. To participate or ask questions and learn more contact: 337 17th Street, Suite 102, Oakland, CA 94612 or call 925-452-7653. 
For more information go to https://thefreedomstory.org/ 

Legislation:
Check out these GFWC legislative issues on the GFWC website.

Stop Online Child Sexual Exploitation:

The Eliminating Abusive and Rampant Neglect of Interactive Technologies Act (EARN IT Act, S. 3538, H.R. 6544) is bipartisan legislation which removes immunity for social media and technology companies that knowingly facilitate the distribution of child sexual abuse materials (CSAM) on their platforms. The bill updates existing federal statues to use the term “child sexual abuse material” instead of “child pornography.” The term child pornography fails to describe the true nature of the images and undermines the seriousness of the abuse.
Currently, the technology industry maintains a liability protection shield for third-party content. This bill removes the immunity specifically regarding child exploitation,
Family Violence Prevention and Services Act Reauthorization

Urge Congress to pass the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA), one of the key authorization bills providing funding for programs and resources to combat intimate partner violence. The House of Representatives is considering H.R. 2119 which increases funding levels for programs to support domestic violence shelters and services for survivors, and increases access to funding for tribes, communities of color, and underserved communities. The bill invests in 24-hour hotlines, prevention programs for local communities, and enhances victim services through training and technical assistance.
The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act provides core, flexible funding for 1,500 domestic violence programs and 240 tribes and tribal organizations across the nation. However, while funding has continued due to the strong support of advocates, including GFWC, the authorization for these programs expired at the end of 2015. Training and technical assistance are critical components to prevention, so we can avoid the physical danger and emotional trauma that survivors often experience.  
Increase Funds to Prevent Child Abuse

On March 16, the House of Representatives, by a bipartisan vote of 345-73, approved H.R. 485, the Stronger Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA). Now it is time for the Senate to act to reauthorize the programs, and for both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees to provide $750 million to increase funding for the Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention grants. This crucial investment in American families will support resources at the local community level which mitigate the many challenges and stress which parents and caregivers are facing right now, such as decreased wages or loss of work, lack of childcare, and housing instability.
The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act programs reflect the entire continuum of support to children, parents, and families from primary prevention strategies at the heart of the Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention grants to the State grant program which focuses on identification and treatment of abuse and neglect.
The Community-Based grants are designed to help families get the support they need before harm occurs, including voluntary evidence-based home visiting services, community-based parent support programs, early childhood and child care programs, family resource centers, distribution of food and medicine, and coordination and connection with mental health, substance abuse, and domestic violence services. All 50 states receive this funding to meet the needs of local communities.
End Campus Sexual Assault

Victims of sexual assault require specialized medical treatment and counseling services. Campus sexual assault survivors suffer high rates of PTSD, depression, and drug or alcohol abuse which can hamper both the ability to succeed in school and future employment. Educational equity for women and girls requires fair, responsive, fully developed campus sexual assault policies, knowledgeable administrators, and ultimately, an end to sexual violence on college campuses.

Success for Survivors Scholarship 
The call for 2022 applications is now closed, and GFWC looks forward to awarding 12 scholarships this year–the most ever!  Scholarship winners will be notified in May-June 2022.

The Starfish Project
The Honorary Chair of the GFWC Signature Program is Jenny McGee, Founder and CEO of 

The Starfish Project.  There is still time to purchase that special piece of jewelry for yourself, a friend or a family member!  The Starfish Project is a GFWC endorsed fundraiser and all proceeds from any products purchased from The Starfish Project through June 28, 2022 will go to GFWC’s Success for Survivors Scholarship! Check out the Starfish Project’s necklaces, earrings, bracelets, rings, and garments. Order your next favorite piece of jewelry today through this dedicated link https://starfishproject.com/?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gfwc.org%2F&utm_medium=utm_medium%3Dreferral&utm_campaign=utm_campaign%3Dgfwcfundraiser (which is also on the Starfish Project GFWC web page)!

Dates to Remember:
April   

Sexual Assault Awareness Month (wear Teal)


Child Abuse Prevention Month (wear Blue)
International Day for Street Children (April 12th)
June   

World Day Against Child Labor (June 12th)


Elder Abuse Awareness Day (June 15th)

Like to Read?
Consider one of these books from our 
Intimate Partner Violence – The Gift of Fear: Survival Signals that Protect Us from Violence 

by Gavin de Becker.
Child Abuse – A Private Family Matter by Victor Rivas Rivera




(available on GFWC Marketplace)

Elder Abuse _ Getting Older Getting Fleeced by Pamela Camille
Teen Dating – Teen Dating Violence - The Invisible Peril by Susan Mary Sanders
Campus Sexual Assault - Sexual Citizens:  A Landmark Study of Sex, Power, and Assault on 

Campus  by Jennifer S. Hirsch 

Violence Against Native American Women – Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian Genocide  by Andrea Lee Smith 
Military Sexual Assault – Warrior Renew: Healing from Military Sexual Trauma 
by Lori Katz, Jane Hammerslough 

Human Trafficking – Paid For: My Journey Through Prostitution 

by Rachel Moran, W. W. Norton & Company, 2013.    

