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Focus Topic:  Campus Sexual Assault


by Pam Briggs

Campus sexual assault (CSA) is any type of sexual contact or behavior that occurs without the explicit consent of the recipient.  More than 1 in 4 women attending college are victims of CSA.  Almost 7% of college men and 23% of gay/lesbian/transgender students are also victims.

Here are some projects you can do if you have a college/university near your club:

· Work with the school's Greek Sororities and Fraternities to host a discussion and video viewing on Sexual Assault awareness and Consent Education 101 using the discussion guide and video at https://itsonus.org/educational-tools/workshop-materials/ 

· Coordinate with your local domestic violence shelter/hotline to support their efforts regarding Campus Sexual Assault.

If you do not have a college/university near your club these are projects you could do:

· Host a workshop/discussion for parents of high school graduates discussing the need for them to talk honestly with their children, both daughters and sons, about healthy relationships as they begin college and give them the skills needed to teach their children about the importance of consent using age-appropriate language by using the workshop guide for parents at https://erocdev.wpengine.com/action-center/role-activism/ 

· Educate club members, college bound students and their parents by hosting a screening of “The Hunting Ground”, a documentary about the inside story of sexual assault on American College campuses.  View the trailer at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOujlVu5-kA 

Information from Other Impact Areas:
Intimate Partner Violence:

Plan now for Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) and now is the time for your club to prepare a program or project to bring awareness on Intimate Partner Abuse (IPA) in October. 

You can find some great ideas with GFWC’s Top Ten Projects taken from the Signature Program’s 2020 Reports that can be found in the GFWC Membership Portal. You are welcomed to be creative and make it your own. 

There are other resources available through the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) to help your club advocate Domestic Violence Awareness Month. You can request their 2020 DVAM Toolkit: #WeAreResilient. This toolkit has ideas and suggestions during COVID-19, links, fact sheets, samples, templates, etc. To get the toolkit, go to www.ncadv.org and sign up. 

We look forward to hearing how your club “raised its voice” to advocate against Domestic Violence during October. 

Child Abuse:
Child sexual abuse is a significant but preventable adverse childhood experience and public health problem. Child sexual abuse refers to the involvement of a child (person less than 18 years old) in sexual activity that violates the laws or social taboos of society. 

Child sexual abuse is a significant but preventable public health problem. Many children wait to report or never report child sexual abuse. Although estimates vary across studies, the data shows: 

· About 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 13 boys experience child sexual abuse at some point in childhood. 

· 91% of child sexual abuse is perpetrated by someone the child or child’s family knows. 

Adults must take the steps needed to prevent child sexual abuse. Resources for child sexual abuse have mostly focused on treatment for victims and criminal justice-oriented approaches for perpetrators. While these efforts are important after child sexual abuse has occurred, little investment has been made in primary prevention, or preventing child sexual abuse before it occurs. More resources are needed to develop, evaluate, and implement evidence-based child sexual abuse primary prevention strategies to ensure that all children have safe, stable, nurturing relationships and environments. 


Source www.cdc.gov  

Teen Dating:
If we, GFWC, can help young people to learn about healthy relationships &amp; behaviors now, we can lower the statistics of victims in the future!  February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month, start planning now and hold your first forum in February! (Awareness color, Orange)

GFWC Signature Program CHALLENGE PROJECT – Teen Healthy Relationship Forums Guidance to help clubs plan and implement forums in your communities.


1. Research and locate your local Domestic/Sexual Violence Agency or Rape Crisis Center.



a. It is most likely that your sexual violence agency program staff are the ones that do 



these types of presentations/forums.



b. Search RAINN.org - Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network



c. From RAINN’s homepage scroll to the bottom and click Helping Survivors; under 


Victim Services & local service providers



d. You can find your state Agency by searching NSVRC.org - National Sexual Violence 



Resource Center



e. You can also try putting your state name in front of CASA.org (example= ICASA – 



Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Abuse


2. Call or make a visit to your Agency contact person and tell them you’d like to schedule or 


sponsor a Teen Dating Violence Prevention presentation for your school or community 


center.


3. Let them know that your club may be willing to sponsor Healthy Relationship Groups for 


teens who have been involved in unhealthy dating relationships or that are having 


difficulties. (School Guidance counselors are great help with recommending students that 

will benefit from these groups)


4. Utilize the Tools from GFWC to help spread the word:

· Graphic-use on all materials to show GFWC support

· Rack Card- copy &amp; hand out at forums

· Press Release Template- fill in with your information and submit to local media sources

· Signature Program Challenge Project Flier- use to hand out at your club meeting or email to members to spark conversation and brainstorming on how your club can help in the prevention of teen dating abuse and other challenges teens face.  


5.  Promote your Forum! E.G. Fliers at schools, guidance counselors, churches, community 


& teen centers


6. Once you schedule and help promote the forum: check in with the partnering agency, they 


may need your help with sign-in, refreshments, icebreaker, pre &amp; post evaluations 


(handing them out and collecting).


7. Be sure to meet back with your agency contact a few weeks after, to see how you can assist 


further.

By promoting healthy relationship programs that will give our youth social-emotional learning that will teach our teens skills and tools they can use on through adulthood. Together GFWC can make a difference in our communities by educating ourselves and teens on “Healthy Relationships”.

Elder Abuse:  
Elder Abuse -10 Questions to Ask Before Hiring a Health Aide 
No one with a need for a home health aide should be afraid to seek necessary care. But how do you ensure that your loved one is in safe hands? 


1. How do you recruit home health aides, and what are your hiring requirements? 


2. Do you do criminal background checks on prospective aides? How about drug screening? 


3. Are health aides certified in CPR, or do they have any health-related training? 


4. Are the aides insured and bonded through your agency? 


5. What competencies are expected of the aide? Lifting and transfers? Personal care skills 


(bathing, dressing, toileting)? Training in behavioral management, cognitive support? 


6. How do you assess what the aide is capable of doing? 


7. What is your policy on providing a substitute home health-care aide in the event a regular 


care provider cannot perform the services in your contract? 


8. If there is dissatisfaction with a particular home-care provider, can he or she be replaced 


"without cause"? 


9. Does the agency provide a supervisor who is responsible for regularly evaluating the quality 


of home care? 


10. Does supervision occur over the telephone, through progress reports or in person at the 


home of the older adult? 

Resource-AARP 

Violence Against Native American Women: 

Kick Off Domestic Violence Prevention and Awareness Month with Acknowledging 

Tillie Black Bear Day, October 1 

“Women Are Sacred Day” 
The late Tillie Black Bear (Sicangu Lakota), Wa Wokiye Win (Woman Who Helps Everyone) gave hope and healing to generations of Native Americans and aspiring allies by participating in the initial organizing of the Violence Against Women Movement on a national level to change laws and policies at the root of these injustices and disparities. She inspired thousands from all walks of life to end domestic and sexual violence. We will celebrate her life with a National Day to honor her life and life’s work. 

The National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center (NIWRC) asks all advocates and activists to commit to an action to celebrate her life and the beginning of the national battered women’s movement by declaring October 1st as the National Tillie Black Bear Women Are Sacred Day so all can honor her legacy. 

“Every nine seconds a woman is abused in an intimate partner relationship. Native women are abused 2.5 times the national average. One in three Native women will be raped; three out of five will be physically assaulted. And the most difficult statistic of all, in some Native communities, Native women are murdered at a rate 10 times the national average. Native women have survived abuse since colonization by non-Native governments. Eighty eight percent of abusers are non-Native. How does social and cultural change continue, and the healing reach all who need and deserve healing? Who gives hope and healing to generations of survivors without a place to turn? A Grandmother.” – Tillie Black Bear. 

Military Sexual Abuse:
At the GFWC Atlanta Convention the Military Sexual Assault workshop delivered news about a bill introduced in the Senate by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and 65 other bipartisan senators who sponsored it. Senate Bill 1520 focuses on moving the prosecutorial authority out of the chain of command and increases preventative measures. It is time that this issue is finally resolved and that Military Sexual Assault survivors get a fair and impartial judicial system to deal with their complaints.  The Senate Bill has been written into the National Defense Authorization Act and voted out of the personnel committee, a subcommittee of the Senate Armed Forces committee.  It is important that GFWC members:

· Educate yourselves and others about Military Sexual Assault

· Contact your US Legislators and urge their support and passage of SB 1520 and the Guillen Act in the House of Representatives.

· Thank Senator Gillibrand and Representative Jackie Speier with a calling or writing campaign for their ongoing support of these issues.

· Plan advocacy events and join fundraising efforts of Protect our Defenders Foundation, see information at - protectourdefenders.com
· Join and participate in the GFWC Legislative Action Center

Get involved, effect change. Please help those who fight so hard to protect and defend the freedoms we all enjoy.
Human Trafficking:  

Sexual Human Trafficking and Social Change 
The Spring 2021 Report on Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Pennsylvania addresses social change as possible when the criminal legal system and medical professionals know what to look for during interactions with women involved in the sex trade. “Trauma survivors repetitively relive and recreate a past trauma in their present lives. But human beings are adaptive, so children will adapt to adversity by changing their definitions of “normal” – and human beings resist changing ANYTHING that has come to feel “normal.” One of many important consequences of this adaptation is an increased likelihood that the child will end up reenacting the trauma, and in doing so, will be re-victimized or may turn to victimizing others.” [1] (p. 27) 

The ability to incorporate trauma informed skills into their professional services and interventions with those found working as prostitutes can have life changing results for survivors. The story of one woman’s spiral from childhood abuse, through horrific drug use and sex worker enslavement, to arrest by an undercover police officer, ends with her finding a beautiful life after treatment (Tomlinson, A. (Ed.) (2021). 

[1] Sandra L. Bloom, Mental Health Aspects of IPV/DV: Survivors, Professionals, and Systems, 

Law and Social Change, Report on Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Pennsylvania Spring 2121, (pp. 27-29). The Institute to Address Commercial Sexual Exploitation, all rights reserved. Edited by Alexia Tomlinson, Esq. 

Legislation:
Check out these GFWC legislative issues on the GFWC website.


Increase Funds to Prevent Child Abuse
It is time for Congress to reauthorize the bipartisan Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act programs, and appropriate $750 million funding for Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention grants.

E

 HYPERLINK "https://cqrcengage.com/gfwc/app/take-action?engagementId=81113"
nd Campus Sexual Assault
Victims of sexual assault require specialized medical treatment and counseling services. Campus sexual assault survivors suffer high rates of PTSD, depression, and drug or alcohol abuse which can hamper both the ability to succeed in school and future employment. Educational equity for women and girls requires fair, responsive, fully developed campus sexual assault policies, knowledgeable administrators, and ultimately, an end to sexual violence on college campuses.

Reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act
It’s time to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act, H.R. 1620, devoting resources to local communities by enhancing and expanding prevention programs and services to survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking.

Success for Survivors Scholarship 
The scholarship application can be found on the GFWC website. Click the drop down menu under “What We Do”. The direct link to the application is www.gfwc.org/success-survivors/.

The Starfish Project
Get a head start on you holiday shopping and order some of the beautiful items made by the Starfish Project!  The Honorary Chair of the GFWC Signature Program is Jenny McGee, Founder and CEO of 

The Starfish Project.  The Starfish Project is also a GFWC endorsed fundraiser and all proceeds from any products purchased from The Starfish Project through June 28, 2022 will go to GFWC’s Success for Survivors Scholarship! Check out the Starfish Project’s necklaces, earrings, bracelets, rings, and garments. Order your next favorite piece of jewelry today through this dedicated link https://starfishproject.com/?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gfwc.org%2F&utm_medium=utm_medium%3Dreferral&utm_campaign=utm_campaign%3Dgfwcfundraiser (which is also on the Starfish Project GFWC web page)!

Dates to Remember:

October 


Domestic Violence Month (Intimate Partner).  Color – Purple


October 1st is Tillie Black Bear Day, “Women Are Sacred” Day

November

American Indian Heritage Month


November 25th is International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

	Like to Read?

Consider one of these books from our 8 focus areas 
Intimate Partner Violence – The Emotionally Destructive Marriage: How to Find Your Voice and Reclaim Your Hope by Leslie Vernick.

Child Abuse – The Deepest Well: Healing the Long-Term Effects of Childhood Trauma and Adversity P 

By Nadine Burke Harris, M.D.

Elder Abuse - Elder Fraud Wars by David Neil Kirkman

Teen Dating – Untangled: Guiding Teenage Girls Through the Seven Transitions

into Adulthood by Lisa Damour Ph.D.

Campus Sexual Assault – Blurred Lines:  Rethinking Sex, Power, and Consent on Campus by Vanessa Grigoriads

Violence Against Native American Women – Weaving Strength, Weaving Power: Violence and Abuse against Indigenous Women by Venida S. Chenault

Military Sexual Assault – Shoot Like A Girl:  One Woman’s Dramatic Fight in Afghanistan and on the Home Front by Mary Jennings Hegar 

Human Trafficking – Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of Modern Slavery by Siddharth Kara 




