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GFWC incorporated the Honorary Chairmen Program to bring field experts to our club members,
expanding and elevating our scope of volunteer work while assisting and advancing the administration'’s
goals. They are selected through recommendations from members of the Board of Directors and the
Executive Committee.

Over the recent administrations, we have been privileged to secure Honorary Chairmen in our Special
Programs (Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention, and Advocates for Children) and
Community Service Programs (CSP) areas (Arts and Culture, Civic Engagement and Outreach, Education
and Libraries, Environment, and Health and Wellness), and Advancement Areas (Leadership, Membership,
and Communications and Public Relations) who share their expert knowledge and skills with members.

Our Honorary Chairmen, with their expertise and decades of experience, are not just specialists and
authorities in their fields. Their collaboration directly aligns with our volunteer program areas and
significantly contributes to our mission of community improvement.

Honorary Chairmen can serve in many capacities, such as:

e Contributing articles for GFWC Clubwoman Magazine, the organization’s premier digital magazine.
e Contributing articles for the GFWC News & Notes digital newsletter.
e Presenting on a remote webinar for our members.

e Speaking engagements at GFWC Annual Conventions or Board of Directors Meetings.

OUR GFWC HONORARY CHAIRMEN ALUMNI

2024-2026 HONORARY CHAIRMEN 2022-2024 HONORARY CHAIRMEN
e Dr. Regina Benjamin, 18th U.S. Surgeon e Stephenie Foster, Speaker, Author, Women's
General (2009-2013) and Founder of Bayou Advocate, and Founding Partner, Smash
Clinic Strategies
e Leslie Capps, Founder of Wild Woman e Monika Johnson Hostler, President of the
Marketing National Alliance to End Sexual Violence
e David Coffey, Director of Operations, Safe e Nagi Kumar, Ph.D., Director of Cancer
Surfin’ Foundation Chemoprevention, Moffitt Cancer Center
e Suzanne Fox, Co-Founder of The Yellow e Jocelyn Russell, Artist of the Year 2022
Tulip Project e Robin Yocum, Edgar Nominated Author
e Ann Lauer, Award Winning Fiber Artist, Ride
4 AWoman
e Jude Mabone, Miss District of Columbia 2020-2022 HONORARY CHAIRMEN
2023 e Kristin Martinez, Leader Development &
e Amy Peele, Former Transplantation Director Performance, Deloitte

of Clinical Operations and Author e Jenny McGee, CEO of the Starfish Project
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DR. JAX BLACK

HONORARY CHAIRMAN: LEADERSHIP

www.bigjoytheory.com

Dr. Joiex (Jax Black, PhD) is an artist, liberator, and leader devoted to weaving

joy into the fabric of leadership, family, and daily life. She leads from a lineage of freedom,
building post-liberation ecosystems where joy becomes the structure that keeps people
whole. Rooted in an ancestral lineage of freedom, she leads from a place of inherited
coherence rather than performance—building healing ecosystems designed for liberation that
lasts.

As a doctor of community psychology and founder of Big Joy Theory and InnerLit Studios,
she works at the intersection of art, soul care, and transformative leadership, where joy
functions not as motivation but as infrastructure. For more than 20 years, she has guided
executives and visionaries across education, mental health, nonprofit, and corporate spaces—
supporting women from all facets of life as leaders in returning home to themselves and
creating lives and organizations grounded in clarity, love, and sustainable freedom. Through
Big Joy Theory, she and her partner Tomer Yogev offer joy as a strategy and a structure—
supporting leaders in releasing survival-based leadership patterns and stepping into
authentic presence.

Through InnerLit Studios, she and her creative partner Vianna Thomas create livable and
wearable art as daily reminders that joy is not decorative—it is how we remain free. At its heart,
her work is post-liberation leadership through joy—where healing, creativity, and coherence
become the conditions for a life well lived. To be Inner Lit is to be alive, aligned, and free.
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CHRIS NEWLIN, MS LPC

HONORARY CHAIRMAN: JUNIORS’ SPECIAL
PROGRAM: ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN

www.nationalcac.org/

Churis is the Chief Executive Officer of the National Children’s Advocacy Center (NCAC)

in Huntsville, AL, where he is responsible for providing leadership and management of

the agency, as well as participating in national and international training and leadership
activities regarding the protection of children. The NCAC was the first Children’s Advocacy
Center (CAC) in the world and provides child abuse prevention and intervention services

in Huntsville/Madison County; and, also houses the NCAC Training Center, the Southern
Regional Children’s Advocacy Center, the NCAC Virtual Training Center, and the Child Abuse
Library Online (CALIO).

Chris has more than 29 years of experience working in CACs as a forensic interviewer, victim
advocate, therapist, clinical director, executive director and CEO. He has provided training

in more than 40 countries at numerous international conferences and training events and
continues to provide technical assistance on a regular basis to professionals working to
develop multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) and CACs throughout the world. Chris has been
active in federal and state legislative activities regarding both policy and funding. Chris is

a past recipient of the David Chadwick Outstanding Professional Award from the American
Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (2020), the International Impact Award from the
International Services Council of Alabama (2010), and the Hendrix College Odyssey Award
for Service to the World (2010). He serves on numerous national work groups including Boys
and Girls Club of America, Child & Club Safety National Task Force and the Virtual Global
Taskforce.

Chris received his master’s degree in school psychology from the University of Central
Arkansas, is a licensed professional counselor, and has completed coursework at the Harvard
University Business School Executive Education Program.
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JUDITH PEARSON

HONORARY CHAIRMAN: HEALTH & WELLNESS,

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

judithlpearson.com

Judith Pearson is a best-selling author, an accomplished presenter, and a graduate of
Michigan State University. But her favorite title is “story teller.”

With expertise in cancer survivorship, women'’s history, and the study of courage, Judy’s first
books told of ordinary people who became extraordinary heroes during World War II: Belly
of the Beast: A POW's True Story of Faith, Courage and Survival and The Wolves at the Door:
The True Story of America’s Greatest Female Spy. The latter is a best-seller, received a “Best of
Phoenix Award, and has been purchased for a movie.

A diagnosis of Triple Negative Breast Cancer briefly interrupted Judy's career as an author.
Believing there is always treasure in life's wreckage, cancer inspired her to found A 2nd Act, a
nonprofit that supports and celebrates women survivors of all cancers who are giving back to
the greater good.

A 2nd Act led to an accidental book trilogy, beginning with From Shadows to Life: A
Biography of the Cancer Survivorship Movement. In addition to receiving wonderful praise,

it was also a 2022 Nautilus Gold Award winner. During research for that book, Judy was
introduced to the inimitable Mary Lasker. Crusade to Heal Crusade to Heal America: The
Remarkable Life of Mary Lasker is the never-before-told story of the woman who persuaded
President Richard Nixon to allocate over $1 billion to cancer research, dramatically changing
survival rates. The book was selected a 2023 Florida Book Award winner. The third book in
the trilogy is Radical Sisters: Shirley Temple Black, Rose Kushner, Evelyn Lauder, and the Dawn
of the Breast Cancer Movement. Those three courageous women turned their darkest day
into life-saving changes for all the the breast cancer survivors who came afterward.

Judy is already at work on her next biography about another unsung she-ro. Stay tuned for
more info on Sunshine Cinderella: The Rise and Fall of Tupperware’s Brownie Wise.

She is a founding board member of Arizona Women for the Arts. She is a member of
numerous organizations including Biography International, Gulf Coast Writers Association,
and AAUW. She was named one of Chicago’s Most Inspirational Women, selected as a finalist
for the Arizona Healthcare Leadership Awards, and named a Phoenix Healthcare Hero.

She and her husband live on Florida's beautiful Gulf Coast, where long beach walks ignite her
creativity.
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ANNA RATHMANN

HONORARY CHAIRMAN: ENVIRONMENT

janegoodall.org

Anna Rathmann is the Executive Director of the Jane Goodall Institute USA, where
she and her colleagues inspire hope through action to make a brighter future for our

planet. Anna has spent her career in conservation and has long focused on bridging

science, conservation, education, and storytelling. In striving to inspire change in support of
restoration and protection efforts, Anna is passionate about fostering collaboration, including
with unexpected partners across multiple industries, which has allowed her to facilitate
ongoing dialogues and revenue streams for conservation work with local communities,
scientists, educators, media, private industry, and government partners.

Prior to joining JGI USA, Anna served as the inaugural Director of the Great Plains
Conservation Foundation, where she implemented sustainable conservation initiatives in
Kenya, Zimbabwe, and Botswana. She also has a long history with the National Geographic
Society, working in a range of development and program management roles focused on
research, conservation, exploration, and education.

Anna holds an MBA from Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business and is

a graduate of Valparaiso University. She is honored to currently serve on three non-profit
boards that promote ongoing learning through their unique and vital missions — wildlife
advocacy group OneNature Global, the nature and wildlife filmmaking organization Jackson
Wild, and a historic preservation and education organization: the Waterford Foundation. She
is also a member of the BMW Responsible Leaders network.

Anna grew up in Northern California and credits her childhood visits to national parks with
instilling an enduring sense of wonder and respect for the natural world. As a young person
she spent many summers in the American West including serving as a seasonal park ranger
in Yellowstone National Park. Anna has three children who inspire her daily with their curiosity
and constantly motivate her to protect our amazing planet.
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CWS5 PHYLLIS J. WILSON,
USA, RETIRED

HONORARY CHAIRMAN: CIVIC ENGAGEMENT &
W OUTREACH

womensmemorial.org

Phylhs Wilson served 37 years in the Army as a Military Intelligence (M) Voice Intercept
Operator. She has served around the globe - visiting more than 35 countries - in Europe, Asia, Africa,
South America and North America. She has been mobilized numerous times to shoulder the duties of
defense of the nation and has deployed to Iraq several times as an Intelligence Analyst with Special
Operations.

Chief Warrant Officer Five Phyllis J. Wilson served as the most senior Warrant Officer in the entire
United States Army Reserve and a key member of the Executive Team managing an organization of
more than 200,000 personnel with an annual operating budget of more than $8 billion.

Phyllis is a Registered Nurse and holds two Master’s degree, two Bachelor of Science degrees, and

a certificate in Non-Profit Management from Duke University. She attended the Defense Language
Institute for both German and Spanish. She is a graduate of the Program in Advanced Security Studies
at the George C. Marshall Center and School in Garmisch, Germany.

She has received numerous military decorations and awards ranging from the Legion of Merit to the
Army Parachutist Badge. She has been inducted into the Army Women'’s Foundation Hall of Fame and
the U.S. Veterans Hall of Fame.

She is President of the Military Women'’s Memorial Foundation - the only major national memorial
honoring the 3 Million women who have defended America from the Revolutionary War to today. The
Secretary of Defense has appointed her to the Reserve Forces Policy Board. She is a member of the
Board of Directors for Policy Vets and Allied Forces Foundation. She is a Senior Fellow at Association of
the United States Army (AUSA).

Phyllis is a member of numerous Military Service Organizations such as The American Legion, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, Military Order of the World Wars, Association of the United States Army, Association
of the United States Navy, Women Marines Association, Reserve Organization of America, Military
Women Across the Nation, Army Women Veterans Association, Military Officers Association of America,
Disabled American Veterans, Air Force Association, U.S. Army Warrant Officers Association, the
Mayflower Society, the Daughters of the American Revolution, National Defense Industrial Association,
and Women In Defense.

In March 2020, Phyllis was named a Power Player of the Week on Fox News Sunday with Chris Wallace.
View the Video Here.

She has eight children and sixteen grandchildren! Four of her sons are combat veterans.
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