STICK YOUR NECK OUT is the guiding concept I chose for the 2020-2022 administration.
As members of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, we have a strong history of women
who were willing to stick their necks out to enhance the lives of others through volunteer
service.
Let us strengthen our Federation knowledge and history. It is important to continue with
these values & service. Our focus should remain grounded in our history but a willingness to
“stick out our necks” to grow and to thrive.
When you “stick your neck out”, you move outside your comfort zone. It is our goal to help
our leaders keep the GFWC vision bright. It is important that we continue to have Junior Representation from all our
states. In 1944 all but five states were listed as having junior state leaders. In 1952 Millie Crom was our first Director of
Junior Woman’s Clubs. For our membership to thrive we should continue to attract younger audiences and give them a
voice. Let us strengthen the bonds between membership in both Womens and Junior Women’s Clubs. Create Junior
Leadership positions in states that currently are not represented. We need to “stick our necks out” chartering new Junior
& Juniorette clubs in every state. Together, we can make a concentrated effort to promote the three levels of GFWC
membership and our Federation will grow.
I am asking all members to “stick their neck out” and embrace our newly revitalized Special Programs, Community Service
Programs, and Advancement areas. I am excited for clubwomen to “stick their neck out” for the Juniors’ Special Program:
Advocates for Children, as we honor our roots to be a voice for children - to encourage parents and other caregivers to
advocate for children at the grassroots level.
The first half of 2020 has created opportunities for our clubwomen to step outside their comfort zones. Until March,
many members had never heard of Zoom, Google Hangout or BigMarker. Look at us now – the safety of the world forced
us to “stick out our necks”, to try something new, and we are finding ways to Live the Volunteer Spirit. I am excited to
stand with you as our members continue to adapt to new technologies. Together we will grow our organization in many
new ways.
It is an honor to serve as your 35th Director of Junior Clubs. I look forward to working with Marian St Clair, 2020-2022
GFWC International President, the Executive Officers, Headquarters staff and you, as we Stick Our Neck Out to Light the
Future.
Wishing you peace, love, and friendship,
Kristina Higbee, GFWC Director of Junior Clubs

