YWGFWC EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES

est. 1890

&, GFWOMEN'S CLuBS 2026-2028 GFWC CLUB MANUAL

2026-2028 UNITY PROJECT
UNITY THROUGH READING: EVERY STORY MATTERS

PROVIDING BOOKS AND RESOURCES
ABOUT INFLUENTIAL WOMEN TO
SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES

GFWC's Unity Project is dedicated to strengthening
communities through the shared power of literacy and
representation. Reading is more than a skill —itis a
bridge. Through books, families learn, children grow,
cultures are honored, and communities thrive. This
initiative emphasizes providing books and educational
resources about influential women to schools and

public libraries so that every reader can see themselves
reflected in the stories they discover. Inspired by a young
girl who searched her library for a woman to feature in

a school report and was instead directed to read about
Jesse James, this project reminds us why representation
matters. When women'’s stories are missing from our
shelves, voices are silenced and possibilities are limited —
but when those stories are present, confidence, curiosity,
and connection grow.

The goal of Unity Through Reading is to unite
communities by increasing book access, supporting
inclusive learning environments, and celebrating the
stories and traditions that make every community
unique. GFWC clubs are encouraged to collaborate with
schools, libraries, cultural organizations, and community
advocates to promote reading for all ages. Programs
may support early readers, English-language learners,
multigenerational storytelling, and individuals facing
barriers to literacy and education, while also ensuring
that women's contributions and leadership are fully
represented in the stories available to all.

When clubs put books into hands, bring stories to life, and engage with families in meaningful ways,
they open doors to knowledge, understanding, and shared experience. Every book shared, every child
supported, and every story celebrated strengthens the bonds within our communities. Unity Through
Reading affirms that every story matters — and every reader deserves encouragement, representation,
and the chance to thrive.
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