Dear Fellow Members,
I am thrilled to welcome you to the 2020-2022 GFWC
Administration and am so honored to serve as your 53rd GFWC
International President. I hope you are as eager as I am to embrace
the many opportunities of leadership, service, and fellowship that
will be ours over the next two years. I plan to serve both GFWC and
our communities, here and around the world, to the full extent of my
energy and abilities, and I know that I can count on you to be there
with me!
Just weeks ago, GFWC marked 130 years since 63 woman’s clubs met in New York City to ratify
our constitution and, thus, to launch the first volunteer organization for women. The world has
faced many challenges since that time, and now, with illness and unrest spreading throughout our
country, we also will be tested. Like the women who have gone before us, I am certain we will rise
to the challenge. Our commitment is as strong as ever.
In preparing for this Administration, I have worked with the Strategic Planning Committee to
generate new ideas and to set achievable goals. I am particularly proud of our efforts to streamline
and modernize the Federation, and I hope you will help us continue that process. Your leaders
have also carefully studied information garnered through member surveys and dialogs, and used
it to revitalize our Special Programs, Community Service Programs, and Advancement Plans.
Many thanks to the Executive Committee and the Chairmen and Committee Members who
brought these plans to fruition.
As clubwomen, we gain strength and confidence from every volunteer experience. When we work
together, no dream is too big. We believe in new beginnings, as symbolized by a rising sun, and
the skill and passion that grows from opportunity and optimism.
Thank you for placing your trust in me. I am excited by the prospect of serving shoulder-toshoulder, and I sincerely appreciate your contributions to what I know will be an exhilarating and
memorable endeavor for us all.
Yours in Living the Volunteer Spirit!

Marian Simmons-St.Clair, GFWC International President

